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selves. This legislation wvill bring the
agricultural community and the profes-
sional community to their knees. It is
hardly my business to put forward pi-o-
posals for the solution of this difficulty.
I would accept wages boards as an ex-
perinment, but wages boards are not going
to solve this problem, because I maintain
that as long as tile world continues,
whether we have a Government system of
employment or a private system of em-
ploynieut, there will still be a constant
struggle between the different sections of
the community. My view is that the pub-
lic are justified througn Parliament in
interfering to protect tile weakest sec-
tion of thle petople. There are in the in,
dustrial life of all countries, and possibly
in this State, although they are not so
much in evidence here, conditions so
cruel and distressing that no matter what
principles one may attempt to guide him-
self by, he must be prepared to do any-
thing in order to see that we may not
have repeated here some of the horrors
that we know the industrial system in-
troduces- M\y sympathy is always and
entirely with the weak and suffering, but
I do not go to the extent of talking non-
sense or committing injustice. I have
given the Hods in brief outline my atti-
tilde iii regard to this industrial question.
I will not go any further at this
stage because all these questions of pre-
ference to unionists, exclusion, and so
forth, can he fairly debated in Committee.
I hardly think that the 'Minister in charge
of the Bill appreciated tlie importance of
the proposal that lie made to the House.
He is in a very responsible position, both
in this Chamber and in the country, and
he told us that if we will reject this
Bill he will do all be can to get the
system of compulsory industrial arbi-
tration wiped off our statute-book.

.Hon. J. E. Dodd (Honorary Minis-
ter) : That is so.

Hon. A. SANDERSON: Perhaps I
exaggerate its importance, but it seems to
me the most momentous development in
this debate so far. I shall be most in-
terested to hear what other members say
on that subject, because I will repeat
finally that for my own part I accept the
proposition of the 'Minister.

Onl motion by Hon. J. Cornell debate
adjourned.

BILL,-TRAMWAYS PURCHASE.
Assembly's Message,

Message from the Assembly received
notifying that the amendments requested

bt te Council had been made.

it Committee.

Resumed from the 11th Septeimber;
Honi. W. Ringsinill in the Chair, the
Colonial Secretary in charge of the Bill.

Title-agreed to.

Bill reported, and the report adopted.

House adjourned at 9.12 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION - WICKEPIN - IMERRE-
DIN RAILWAY DEVIATION.

Mr. MONGER (without notice) asked
the Premnier: Will the Premier carry out
the recommendations and suggestions con-
veyed in the report of the select committee
of the Legislative Council in regard to
the construction of the Wickepin-Merre-
din railway?

The PREMIER replied: The hon. mem-
ber will require to give notice of that
question.-
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QUESTION --JUTE GOODS, SUPPLY.
'Mr. DOOLEY asked the "Minister for

Agriculture: 1, Is he aware that there
is a general belief existing that the supply
of jute goods, namely, wool packs, corn
sacks, chaff bags, binder twine, etc., are
controlled by a monopoly in this StateV
23, Will he cause investigations to be made
with the object of testing the justification
or otherwise of such belief ? 3, If as a
result of such investigations he is satis-
fied that a monopoly of the aforementioned
commodities does exist, does he intend to
make provision for supplying the pro-
ducers with tbese commodities direct from
the manufacturers?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICUL-
TURE replied: 1, Ia view of the high
prices then being quoted for jute goods,
the Government, so me -weeks ago, set in-
vestigations on foot to ascertain 'whether
the increased charges were due to corn-
bination. 2, We have reason to believe
that the high prices are due to combina-
tion in the place of manufacture, and not
in this State. 3, When the result of the
investigation is known a further public
statement will be made.

BILLS (2)-FIRST READING.
1. Public Service Act Amendment (in-

trod uced by the Premier).
2. Hawkers (introduced by Mr.

O'Loghlen )

MOTION-FREE EDUCATION.
Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON (Williams-Nar-

rogin) : I move-
That in the opinion of 1his House it

is desirable that all education at the
University of Western Australia should
be free, and that the practice of charg-
ing fees at State educational establish-
mnents should be entirely abolished.
The ATTORNEY GENERAL: On a

point of order, I submit that this is not
one of the motions that it is eompetent
for the hon. member to move unless he
first obtains a Message from the Gover-
nor, because it affects our revenue.

Mr. SPEAKER: On what grounds
does the bon. member raise objection I

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: This
motion is a direction to the Government
to abolish fees, which fees constitute a
part of our revenue.

Mr. SPEARER: The motion is merely
an abstract one, and I can see no objec-
tion to its being discussed.

-Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: I move this
motion with great pleasure as it seeks
to atirin a principle of the greatest im-
porlance, and I submit it to hon. members
on both sides of the Chamber with the ut-
most confidence, feeling that, ho-wever
short 1 may fall in doing justice to it,
it will still commend itself to the majority
Of h101. members of the House and the
majority of the people in Western Aus-
tralia without any argument. From. the
Ministry I know the motion wili receive
whole hearted sympathy and prac-
tical support, because it is entirely
in a direction for which the Labour party
have been fighting for so long. One of
the planks on the general platform of the
Labour party is free technical, scientific
and general education, and that is the
principle of this motion. Not only that,
but the Labour party have always ac-
cepted as a maxim that if we educate
our people we reduce to comparatively
insignificaint dimensions the problems of
temperance, of housing, and of raiiing
the condition of the masses. If the Labour
party, to which we on this side of the
House are so proud to belong, stand for
anything, they stand for the free education
of the masses from the kindergarten to
the university. In corroboration of what
I am saying I would like to quote from
a very important newspaper that is un-
happily not being circulated at present,
namely, the Van guard, in which a
special education policy was put before
the people of Western Australia on be-
half of the Labour party andl the present
Government a few months ago. That
special policy comprised 20 planks with
all of which we are in entire accord, and
I would like to read the first three of
them. The first one was the establish-
menit of a university without delay. The
seeohid was free university and State
secondary education; and the third was
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the co-ordination of all the branches of
State education from the kindergarten
to the university.

Hon. Frank Wilson : Give us the other
twenty and let us see how many of them
have been carried out.

Mkr. R. B. JOHNSTON : They are all
on similar lines.

Hon. Frank Wilson : They are none
of them being carried out.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON : Yes; they
are being carried out. I1 venture to say,
by the acceptance of this motion, it will
be seen it is the desire of the Govern-
ment to have them carried out in their en-
tirety. These items were main features
of the platform upon which the recent
election was fought, and if the Govern-
ment have a mandate in any direction
more than another it is on the lines of
this particular motion. I recognise the
difficulties the Government encountered
when they came into office. I recognise
they had to straighten out the depart-
ments and that they had to provide for
the people who were suffering from the
effects of a dry season, and that therefore
a little delay in this matter was inev.it-
able, but I feel sure now the Ministry
will accept my motion. It is particularly
pleasing to see that two members of the
Ministry, who have in the past advocated
the complete system of free education
also occupy seats on the Senate of the
University; and we can rejoice that they
have. double opportunities, therefore, of
carrying into effect their ideas in this
direction.

MAr. Heitmann : What is your idea
of free education?

-Mr. R. B. JOHNSTON : Free edu-
cation in a primary form has been ac-
cepted in all the civilised countries, and
the tendency everywhere is that the
higher education should be free and
cheaper where it is not free.

Mr. Heitmaun : Would you make the
University free to everyone?

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON : In the course
of my remarks I shall deal with those
points, and if the hon. member will in-
terject at the time I shell be pleased to
reply, but I can say here that I am not

prepared to fix the standard of entrance
to a university on the wealth of the
parents of the child, The idea of the
free university, available equally to the
children of the poorer settlers, m~iner-s or
city workers, as well as the children (if
the richest, must appeal to us all. Follow-
ing up the interjection of the member for
Cue, J might point out that it is only
20) years since free primary education
was established in Great Britain and it is
only six years since we obtained free pri-
mary education in one of the sister States,
and that one of the greatest States in the
Commonwealth.

M1r. B. J. Stubbs: We have not got
it here yet.

AMr. E. B. JOHNSTON: Yes, we have
free primary education, though not free
secondary education. In all countries
free primary education has been brought
in as a corollory to compulsory education.
I take it nowadays everyone approves of
free and cornplulsory primary education,
and I think the necessary and logical se-
quence to free and compulsory primary
education is free secondary education in
schools which should be established in all
main centres of population, and then free
university education.

Air. A. A. Wilson:, Would you pro-
vide free hooks?

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: It is very de-
sirable that free books and free meals
should he given to the pupils. Arguments
in favour of free education and free
schools have been summarised briefly by
Professor Canlton of the New York Uni-
versity thus-I, Education increases pro-
dfxction; 2, it diminishes crime; 3, it pre-
vents poverty ; 4, education is the
natural right of all men; 5, univer-
sity education is necessary to preserve
.free public institutions; 6, free schools
prevent'class differentiation. I take it
every one of these arguments applies to
a full system of education; none of them
can end wheni the child gets to the age of
fourteen years and knows how to read
and -write. The Constkitution of the Am-
erican Labour party asks that the educa-
tion of all children up to the age of 18
should be made compulsory and State and
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municipal aid for books, clothes, and food
shiall he supplied. In our primary schools
system we have admitted the righit of the
child to be educated at the expense of the
State, and once we have admitted that
right we cannot limit it; we must extend
andl organise the system of free and com-
plete national education as desired by
this motion. Equality of opportunity is
one of the watchwords of this party. It
is the end at which social reformers have
aimed for a long time, and equality of
opportunity can only be obtained by giv-
ig all children equal rights of access to
the educational establishments of this
country. Equality of opportunity is all
this motion asks, and equality of oppor-
tunity for free education will more than
anything else promote the great prin-
ciple of the brotherhood of man. The
tendency of every great civilised nation at
the present time is to make education
more general, and cheaper, if not free.
We find that throughout the British Em-
pire fees are generally charged, however,
except in Scotland where, through the
magnificent endowment of £2,000,000,
made by Mr. Andrew Carnegie every
student has his fees paid for him on
making- application, which is merely for-
mal, The universities receive the f .ees
from the Carnegie fund, but the educa-
tion is entirely free as far as the student
is concerned, and in no way has the char-
acter of students in Scotland deteriorated
since they have had free access to the uni-
versities. Not only that, but in the -report
of the Senate of the West Australian
University, Mr. Hugh Glunn, the organ-
iser, points out very clearly that the
reason why fees have been charged in
British and other old established univer-
sities is because these universities were
founded long before the principle of free
education came into force. He sas--

All the British, and probably the
majority of the American universities,
charge fees for tuition, but there are
two important considerations which
have to be kept in mind. In the first
place most of these universities and
certainly the most important of them,
are long established institutions, and

were funuded before the State realised
its responsibility as regards the pro-
vision of education even in its most ele-
mentary form. The tendency of modern
ideas even in their case may be gath-
ered from their anxiety to provide
numerous bursaries and sehol arships
which is simply an indirect way of
providing free education in addition to
other benefits. It must also be remem-
bered that in Western Australia we are
starting with a clean sheet and that we
should not senilely follow the ways of
older universities which would, if un-
trammelled by the past, change many
features which we are inclined to inai-
itate.

Mr. SPEAKER : Is the bon. member
reading his speech?

Mr. B. B. JOHNSTON: No, I am
reading some remarks made by Mr. Hugh
Gunn. The paragraph concludes-

We have the benefit of their experience
and should adapt our policy to our own
needs.

These are the remarks of -Mr. Hugh Gunn
which cl]early show% why the older univer-
sities charge fees. On the other band we
find that in many parts of America uni-
versity education is entirely free, particu-
larly in the newer States, the middle
and western States of the Union. In
Germany if not entirely free it is
very general and very cheap. In
Japan the tuition fees are merely nominal
and I take it that these places and Ameri-
ca. which are going ahead so much, are
countries whose example is well worthy of
following. I would like to quote from a
report made by Mir. P. Board, the Direc-
tor of Education in New South Wales,
who was sent to America to study the
American university question. The report
is a very lengthy one and I can commend
the perusal of the whole of it to anyone
interested in the subject; but there are
contained in it a few significant remarks
which, with your permission, Sir, I would
like to read. Mir. Board states-

The University in America stands in-
timately related to the people. The son
of the farmer as well as of the city
man looks forward to entering it. Its

1773



1774 [ASSEMBLY.]

graduates are sought after in every de-
partment of industry. It is the place
to which the nation looks for new dis-
coveries and results of research, and
does not look in vain. Its doors stand
wide open and the inquirer after spe-
cialised knowledge feels no hesitation
in seeking it there. In some States the
university is a p)ublic utility, as are the
waterworks and tlie post office. The
American people act as if they believed
in their universities as necessaries.
And this is the kind of belief which ex-
presses itself in hard cash, cheerfuilly
paid by the people to maintain their
universities, In fact the universities
fill such a large part in the life of the
people, come into such close contact
with the practical interests of the peo-
ple, that they are felt to be indispen-
sable. The American university is the
biggest expression of the American
ideal of democracy.

I take it thtat is the spirit in which we
-want our U'niversity to be regarded by the
people of the State. Then Mr, Board
asks-"Arc we to be less aggressive in
education than we are in business?" Ho
says-

The Wisconsin University has given
a very definite answer to this query by
earr 'vine the influence of the university,
not only, into all the States and towns,
but into remote rural centres -of the
State. "Our- University" is familiar to
large numbers of people in Wisconsin
who are unable to become its graduates
but. who have enjoyed in some form or

-other the advantages of its existence.

I hope this University to be established
here is not to be a metropolitan institu-
tion, but that, as in Winsconsin and many
other parts of America, it will be an in-
fluence for good in the lives of the peo-
ple. an influence to help the struggles of
the people in the agricultural districts.
XMr. Board points out-

Several of the American universities
are State institutions whilst others are
private foundations. Of the tvo types
the State University is promising to
become the greater factor in the na-
tional progress. It differs in spirit and

general policy from the privately en-
dowed university. That difference has
been thus expressed by President Van
Rlise-

The public university feels a
special obligation to the State which
supports it, whereas the private
foundation feels no exceptional obli-
gation to the Commonwealth in which
it is located. In the State univer-
sity its field of investigation covers
all the practical problems of the
State, agricultural, industrial, poli-
tical, sociali and moral. It aims to
become tlie instrument to the State
in its uphuildiug.

These are the benefits obtained fromi the
Sjtate universities in western parts of
America. and these are the benefits I be-
lieve every member of the House and
every person in Western Australia is
anxious to see attained through the
foundation of a University here. Mr.
Board points out that in New South
WVales the university is essentially a Syd-
ney institution, that the people of Oraf-
ton, Bathurst or Hay are entirely out of
touch with it; and the general trend of his
argument is that with the free univer-
sity oil modern lines a great deal of that
feeling could be broken up. In Canada
the universities have been brought into
closer touch with the people by the es-
tablishment of no less than 143 highl
schools in outlying parts of the State of
Ontario alone,. and these schools are run
on such lines that they are training
grounds for the University. They really
allow the first years of the University
course to be taken in the outlying parts
of the State, and I take it that inl Western
Australia, the Government will see that
the advantages of free secondary educa-
tion are also taken to the people in the
outlying centres of population. The re-
port contiiiues-

In America too the State universities
charge no tuition fees. A free Uni-
versity is considered essential in the
democracy. Every aspiring student who
has the mental qualifications to take up
the higher studies finds the door open
to him, and the postponement of his
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career is all the price he pays, It would
be hard to estimate wvhat iths en
to Canada and the United States to re-
move from the way of the talented and
ambitious youth the financial obstacles
to a training- in a university that has
vocational needs distinctly in view.

That shows clearly the good results that
are obtained from the free universities,
and this opinion should carry wveight with
the Government or the Senate of the Uni-
versity' when they consider this question.
There is one more paragraph I wish to
qute from this report. It rends-

From wvhat has been stated. it will
be seen that the American State Ciii-

versity regards itself as an institution
existing to push ahead in every direc-
ti0,1 all those interests of the State and
the people that call for specialised
knowledge. It helps the student who
wishes the better to understand Shake-
speare just as well as the man who
requires scientific hielp in the manage-
ment of his farm. It maintains a stror~g
graduate department where each gra-
duate is concentrating mental energy on
specific problems arising out of the de-
ficiencies of present-day knowledge. As
a result there are no sections of the
people that regard the University as
foreign to their interests.

That, I take it, is the ideal of what a
university should do. The whole of the
people of this State having to support
and maintain this University, the whole
of the people should have access to it
as far as possible. I wish to say, too,
that I hope, as time goes on, the State awill
be in a position, not only to provide free
education at all the secondary and higher
schools, but also to assist to maintain the
brightest of the scholars at these schools.

Mr. Turvey: I hope they will never- ac-
quire it.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: I do, because
a smart boy who has poor parents ought
to have a chance of the best education the
Stlate can give hinm. (Interjection.) In
reply to the hon. member, if the Govern-
ment give me an assurance that this mo-
dion will be accepted by them, it may not
be necessary to continue my remarks. I
was given to understand that the Senate. of

the University were considering the qu~es-
tion as to whether fees should be imposed,
and if so what those fees should be. That
being so, and in view of the fact that the
University Royal Commission said that the
question whether the fees should be En.7-
posed or not is a question that should
be decided by Parliament, I, after inform-
ing, certain Ministers of my intention,
tabled this motion. But it was not tabled
until after a member of the Senate toWC
me that the question of the fees being
charged was being considered by that
body.

The Premier: We are not the Senate.
Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: No, but thu(

Royal Commission said that Parliament
should decide the question.

Mr. George: Tirey) are not the peoph:
who can say (hat.

,Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: I venture to
say the Senate will be pleased to be re-
lieved of the financial obligations if this
House, which holds the public purse de-
cides that it will take the responsibilty;
and later onr I hope to point out how
little it will cost the country to carry this
great principle of complete free educa-
tion into effect.

Mr. Heitmann: What are we to under-
stanid by complete free education?

Mdr. E. B. JOHNSTON: That all the
educational institutions owned or sup-
ported as this University will be by the
State. shall be free to any student.

Mir. B. J. Stubbs: By the abolition of
fees?

Mr. F. B. JOHNSTON: Yes and I am
prepared to go further than that. if
my motion is carried and put into effect,
it w'ill be a great advance on the existing
state of affairs. The standard of admis-
sion should be brains, and not monetary
power. It was Professor Huxley, I think.
who said there should be a lot of latitude
allowed in admitting students into univer-
sities. The test should be after a student
had been there a certain time and if he
was riot doing well he should be put out.
I, think in America they use the expres-
sion "flunked out." That is the system
in America to-day. Let us get on to the
broad principles, and not these little de-
tails. I did want to say the standard
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of the fret universities in America is just
as high as the standard is in any other
universities in the world, and they have
not lost in dignity, nor have educational
facilities become less because they have
become fret.

Mr. Underwood: Do you not think the
abolition of fees a detaili

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: Yes, an im-
portant detail to the poor parent.

The Premier: It is the least of all if
you wont to get at what you are driving
at.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: I have already
said I1 hope as time goes o.n we shall lpro-
vide for the -maintenance of the poor
children as well as giving them education.
I am sure the Premier will admit that
the widow would be in a better position
if she were relieved of paying the fees
than if she had to pay for the admission
and also the maintenance of her child.

Mir. George: Only the widow is poor.
Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: No, there are

struggling settlers and people in the out-
back mining centres as well as in the
towns. We want the university to
be a benefit to them; we do not
want it to be a metropolitan institu-
tion purely, and then only available to
the children of the rich people in the
metropolis. I would like, with your per-
mission, to touch briefly on the constitu-
tion of the university of California,
which, I take it is typical of American
free universities. The university of Cali-
fornia is an integral part of the public
educational system of the State. As such
it completes the work begun in the public
schools. In the colleges of letters, social
sciences, natural sciences, commerce, agri-
culture, mechanics, mining, civil engineer-
ing and chemistry, facilities for instruc-
tion are offered without charge for tui-
tion, to all residents of California who are
qualified for admission-non-residents of
California are charged a tuition fee of
10 dollars per half year. In the profes-
mional colleges except that of law, moder-
ate tuition fees are charged-that is in
the colleges of dentistry, medicine, and
pharmacy, fees are charged. It seems
curious that education for turning out
lawyers -should be free and yet a charge

is made for education in dentistry, medi-
cine, and pharmacy. Since 1891 the uni-
versity has constantly aimed to extend the
benefits of its instruction in agriculture
further and further beyond its own con-
fines, In the year named the custom of
holding farmers' institutes or conferences
throughout the State was begun. In
1897 a new Department of Univer-
sity extension in agriculture was created.
Through farmers' institutes, through bul-
letins, and through professional visits to
farms, gardens, orchards, and vineyards,
the university stands constantly ready to
render aid, advice, and instruction, to re-
lieve agricultural emergencies and solve
agricultural problems. These farmers' in-
stitutes or schools for adult farmers, I
have it on good authority are now held
in all the States of America. Their pur-
pose is to carry and impart valuable agri-
cultural information to farming people at
their homes. Oral instruction by expert
agricultural scientists is the method used,
In 1903 no less than 900,000 farmers and
farm labourers attended these f armers 'in-
stitutes in America, and all of that large
body-nearly a million-were getting the
benefit of some instruction there. The
work of these university extension classes
-and I hope they will be established in
connection with the university of Western
Australia-does not stop at holding- farm-
ers' institutes. In recent years somne
attention has been given to the needs of
the farmers' wives, and lectures on slomes-
tic science and kindred subjects of
interest to the wives of farmers
are included in the programme; all
this instruction is absolutely f ree.
]n Germany a great deal is being
done to assist secondary technical and uni-
versity education. In an essay on the sub-
ject the Right Honourable R. B. Hfal-
dane wrote--

In England secondary and technical
education is not cornpulsory. The State
in a limited measure assists but does
not organise or control it. Education
of a university type is in a small mea-
sure assisted by the State, but it is not
organised by the State at all. In Ger-
many it is quite otherwise. Not only
are elementary, secondary, technical, and
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university education all three of them
controlled and organised and brought
into dlose relation to each other by the
State, but they are, in a large measure,
made compulsory either directly or in-
directly.

We know the good effects that have fol-
lowed in Germany from the action of the
State in matking higher education there
practically compulsory, and if we are
going to make it compulsory we must
make it free; there is no question on that
point.

.Mr. B. J. Stubbs: Is not the greatest
benefit derived from free education in the
schools I

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: Yes, and the
motion I sin submitting is that oiur edu-
cation should be free also. Mr. Haldane
continues-

Throughout the industrial world in
Germany one finds science applied to
practical uindertalkings by men who have
learned, if not in the universities and
high technical schools, at least under
teachers prod need by these instituttions.
Tlhb. is true of a multitude of trades.
In electrical engineering, in the manu-
facture of chemnicals, in the production
of glass and of iron and steel1 aud of
many other articles for which Britain
used to he the industrial centre, we are
rapidly being left behind.

These are serious words, hut they come
f rom an eminent authority, and I say if
we can believe that Britain is being rapid-
ly left behind in educational matters, how
much worse is the case in Australia, how
much further are we being left behind.
It is time that something should be done
by the State in this matter. From a
high authority on the subject I read that
in Germany the universities have received
from the Governments, both Imperial and
Provincial, financial aid on a scale which
has enabled them to seize new opportun-
ities for the systematic spreading of-
knowledge. and this aid has been the
outcome of a firm belief that it is false
economy to stint public expenditure on the
intellectual activities of the State. I hope
that every member of the House will
share that view. Matthew Arnold pointed
out, as far back as 1864, that the State

of Prussia, which was perhaps the most
frugal and economical Stats in Europe,
gave £28,84 a year to the Berlin tlni-
versity out of its total revenue of
£29,518, leasing at that time only £676
which was obtained from tuition fees and
endowments, It would appear from that
nutliority that the Germn fees are very
lo'v indeed. Although the fees charged for
degrees are very high, where students are
poor they can pay for them after they get
employment. Iu Japan a great deal has
been done for education. In the West
J1ustruhion this morning, it is mentioned
in a leading article that the rapid rise
of Japan, from a feudal principality to
one of the gr-eatest powers in the world,
in a generation, is a remarkable thing,
and that rapid rise has been due in part
to their educational establishments. Baron
Dairoku Kikuchi, formerly Minister for
Education in Japan, in the course of a
lecture before thie University of London
-his lectures are published in a valu-
able book entitled "Japanese Education"
which is the library-pointed out that
there are two imperial universities in
Japan at present, one at Tokia and the
other at Kioto. There will be two more
in the course of a few years, one in the
North-East and the other in Kyushu;
the agricultural college of the former,
and the medical college of the latter,
are already in existence. The tuition fees
charged for the undergraduates' course
in Japan are only 35 yen, or £C3 10s. a
year, and for this amount the students
not only receive tuition, but are supplied
with materials and instruments necessary
for their studies. They are also allowed
travelling- expenses, or a portion of them,
when it is deemed necessary for their
study. Honour students are exempted
from paying tuition fees, while poor de-
serving students get scholarships from
the University or Government depart-
ments on condition of securing their ser-
vices after they have graduated. In all
these colleges, those who wish to pursue
further studies and make original re-
search after graduation, are allowed to
enter the post-graduate University ball,
where they are supplied with instruments
and materials without any fee and here
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ageain, travelling expenses are allowed
fromn the Treasury.- This free post-
graduate study is allowed to continue for
live years. The Imperial universities are
established and maintained by the central
Government. The Tokic Urniversity re-
eives C130,000 per annum from. the Trea-
sury, exclusive of other sources of re-
venute, while the University at Kioto
receives £100,000 a year froml tile Tren-
sun'y. In 1907 there were over 5,400
students in the University of Tokio
alone in the colleges of law, medicine,
engineering, literature, science, and agri-
culture. There are also eight special
colleges establis-hedl and maintained by
the Department of Education. Fiv e of
these are colleges of medicine, and they
are practically of the university standard,"
since graduates are licensed to practise
mnedicine without further examination.
In 1906, there were 4,659 students in
these colleges. The leader of 'the Opposi-
tion has seen some of these educational
institutions, and I am sure lie can tell us
somcthinz of the great good they have
done for that country.

Ron. PFrank Wilson: They are very
clever people there; we do not let them
in hiere you know.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: No, it IS a
good thing:; they wouild bare the country
if we did.

'Mr. George: Have yott not any more
pride in your race than that?

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: There is in
Japan such a demand. for admission into
Government institutions that wily one-
third or one-fourth of the applicants can
be admitted, and 42 other colleges have
been established, either by district pre-
fectures or private persons. On the
authority of Baron Dairoku Kikuchi, we
have it that these colleges, although they
can hardly be called universities in the
proper sense of the term, are most largely
availed of. They generally have one or
two faculties each, and are largely availed
of by pupils who cannot, gain admission
to the Imperial universities. In 1906
there were 20,921 pupils, and 2,687 grad-
uates; in these colleges, all of which are
disseminating higher education. When
only a few years ago Japan realised how

much she had to learn from the West,
she sent stud(ents to travel ovrer Europe
and America, and offcials to investigate
methlodis and systems connected -with their
various departmients, st the expense of
the State. Students, were sent out by the
Grovernmnent departments, and particularly
by the EdUcation Department, and the
niumber abroad at one time for a number
of yeas wvas not less than 120. The
students were scattered over the different
parts of Europe and America. Wherever
there was anything to learn, Japanese
students wvere studying at the expense of
the State, and then they were taken back
to Japan, and made professors or teachers
at the various edicational establishments.
I miention these facts to imipress upon
members what has been done by that
country in a very short time, and when
'ye see what Japan has done in her deter-
mination to secure foi, the people the
latest scientific -and other knowledge, the
present Govenunment will be doing very
little in the sanie direction in comparison,
if they decide that, in all educational
establish me ts in Western Australia edu-
cation shall be free. A great man said
long ago, in the dead past, of which the
member for Pilbara does not approve,
that the fate of empires depends upon
the education of youth. If that is so,
we will have to look out in the future-
1 have a return which was prepared,
by the Statistical Department, showing
the expenditure on public education
in vanons Jparts of Australia, and
in some lparts of Europe. In New
South 'WalIe s. the public expendi-
ture is 14s. 9d. per head, in Victoria
15s. 6d., in Queensland 13s. 2d., in South
Australia 11a. 6d., iii Western Australia
15s. l0d.-wve are the highest on the list
-and in Tasmania 9s. 4d., but these
amounts seem small 'when we consider how
large are our territories, and bow scat-
tered are our people. On the other hand,
Germany with a population of 64,900.000
spends Ss. Id. per head, Holland wvith a
population of 5,900,00A spends 12s. 6d.
per head, and Switzerland, with a closely
settled population of 3,74000, spends
16s. Id. per head. With regard to
technical education, the latest figures in
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the Year Rook show that Australia is
spending £127,453 per year. This
amounts to only 7d. per head of the
population, and shows how far we are
behind other eivilised portions of the
globe in regard to giving technical educa-
tion to the children, Of this amount,
£61,452, or almost half, has been spent
by Newv South Wales, which is far ahead
of the other States. Although New South
Wales is so far ahead of other parts of
Australia in regard to the granting of
technical education, I w~ould like to
read-

Mr. SPEAKER:~ Order! We are not
discussing technical education.

Mr. F. B. JOHNSTON : Yes, this
motion covers the technical schools of
Western Australia.

,Mr. SPEAIKER: The motion expresses
the desirnbility of making education free.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: Yes, education
in the technical schools.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member has
been arguing on the necessity for estab-
lishing educational institutions, aid not
so much on the point of abolishing fees.
I want him to keep to the point as far
as possible.

'Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: I bow to your
decision. I would like to say that in 1905
Mr. G. J. Knibbs, the present Common-
wealth Statistician, and Mr. J. W.
Turner of Sydney, were appointed a
Royal Commission to report on primary,
secondary, technical, and the higher
branches of education. They were sent
to Europe and America, and on their
return they submitted a report which
consists of over 1,000 pages-which is
now in the library-and in which they
strongly recommended that increased and
cheaper, and in some g.ases almost fre
education should be granted in New South
Wales as in other plaeps. I would like
to read a few sentences from their re-
port-

*Your Commissioners desire to place
on record their conviction that a good
education system is the necessary
foundation for natioral progress; that,
the expenditure on education in this
State, judged by that of other simi-
larly situated countries, is not adequate
for the normal education of the

children in this State; and further that,
of all public expenditure, that for
thorough education is most certain to
be reproductive.

I wish to impress that point on the Gov-
ernment. If our universities and techical
schools are made free, the Government
will have to supply more money for the
education vote, and we have it, on the
authority of this Royal Commission, that
of all public expenditure, that for educa-
tion is most certain to be reproductive. In
other words, the money is better spent in
the direction required by this motion than
it is even by building great public works.
The report continues-

The Commissioners desire also to ex-
press their conviction that the State is
Jacking, not in great material resources,
but rather in the skill for developing
them; hence a technical system is full
of promise for the State's prosperity.

That is in a State which is spending
almost half of what is being spent on
technical education in Australia.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member is
not sticking to the motion now. The
question is not whether it is desirable to
establish schools, but whether it is desir-
able that fees should be abolished. If
the lion, members argues the question
from that standpoint, he will be in order.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: There is only
one other paragraph I wvant to quote, and
that applies to free education from every
point of view. It states-

Your Commissioners feel the im-
portance of education can be appreci-
ated when viewed in the light of its
influence on national destiny.

That is the point of view from wvhich I
hope the Government and members of
this House will look on this motion, in
the light of its influence on national
destiny. We have made primary eduice-
tion free and compulsory in Western
Australia.

Mr. R. J. Stubbs: Not free.
Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON%: It is free as

far as tuition is concerned. If the hon.
member wishes to make it more free than
it is, I shall be pleased to support him.
We have madc primary education free
and compulsory iii Western Australia, and
the necessary corollary to ibis is thast sec-
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oridary education and the opportunities to
acquire a higher education should at leas;t
be free. We bave alt been told that, "A
little knowledge is a dangerous thing(."1
Having given our boy or girl a little know-
ledge and a taste for education, a desire
to rise-having taken the scholar through
the State school and p)erhaps given him
a course at the Modern School as well, it
is the duty of the State to see that his,
further progress-his entry into the tech-
nical schools-or a course of study of law,
of medicine, of science, or of art, is not
arrested or blocked through lack of the
powver of the poise. Professor Huxley,
when a member of the London School
Board, in the course of a notable speech
which has been extensively quoted, said-

The business of the board was to
provide a ladder reaching from the
gutter to the university along which
every child should have the chance of
climbing as far as be was fit to go.

This is the object of the resolution which
I have the honour to submit. We desire
in Western Australia that the ladder shall
reach from the gutter-from the towns
and the backblocks selections as wvell as
the mining and timber camps-to the uni-
varsity of Western Australia, and that
the hand of the tax collector or fee collec-
tor shall not be laid on any students back
to prevent him or her from rising to the
next rung of the ladder. Professor Hux-
ley added-

The essential foundation of all the
organisation needed for the promotion
of education among handicraftsmen will
exist when every working lad can feel
that society has done as couch as lies
in its power to remove all needless and
artificial obstacles from his path; that
there is no barrier except such as exists
in the nature of things, between himself
and whatever place in the social organi-
sation he is fitted to fill, and moore than
this, that if he has capacity and indus-
try a hand is held out to help him along
any path which is wisely and honestly
chosen.

The abolition of fees at the secondary
schools, schools of mines, and the univer-
sity are the first steps necesary to carry'
Professor Huxley's views into effect. The

charging of these fees constitutes one of
the most difficult of the artificial obstacles
which lie in the upward path of the work-
ing man's or settler's child. Unless we
have free secondary and free university
education, we can only regard the fess as
a deliberate barrier imposed by the classes
to block the onward progress of the
masses along the broad highway of a
better civilisation. My motion asks
only that the geratest good shall be
done to the greatest number. When
all is said and done the university is not
being established for the individual or
for the rich alone. Our system of edu-
cation is for the benefit of the State, for
the welfare of the community as a whole,
because we recognise that the better the
boys and girls of to-day, who are the men
and women of to-morrow, are equipped
for dealing with the problems and fight-
ing the battles of life the better it is for
all. The b~etter we educate the child the
more we increase his value to the State
as a producer of wealth. Our higher cdii-
cation must be open to all children on the
same terms, irrespective of the bank bal-
ances or social position of the parent.
We want the -children of the poor to he
able to enter the university as a right.
not as a charity. It has been suggested
that a board should be appointed to deal
with this matter, but I would strongly
oppose any suggestion to waive fees pri-
viately in cases where poverty exists.
Charity of this kind is always apt to be-
come known, and I do not think tha-t such
a thing would be consistent with sturdy
national independence. In any case the
children should not be classified according
to the rank or fortune of their parents
and perhaps the strongest argument lies
in the fact that the university is founded
almost entirely with funds provided from
the public purse, and so should be avail-
able to the children of all the people from
whom the money has been raised by taxa-
tion. The university lands at Crawley and
elsewhere are really public lands. The
State has found the site and the State will
probably have to find almost at once a
sumn of £50,000 for university buildings
and the equipment of the university. This
is the amount that the Queensland Govern-
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ment gave for their new university, and
1 take it we will be called uipen to find a
similar amount very shortly. The State
has agreed to pay anl annual subsidy of
not less than £13,500 for all time towards
the maintenance of the University. Since
the people of Western Australin as a
whole have found tile site, and will have
to provide the buildings and the grn fo
upkeep, is there an hon. member of this
House who would have the temerity ro
suggest that we should now turn round
and impose fees for tuition whichl, whilst
they would provide but little towards the
upkeep of the institution would have ti's
effect of making our University largely a
sanctuary for rich men's sons. A univer-
sity has been described as a school of
universal learning, and as such it should
be open to all who would learn, but it is
only by throwing its doors ope'i to PL
that it will occupy the place it shiould %s
a popular and powerful influence for good
in the national life of this country. We
are told higher education is required for
the development of human power and the
training of human character, as well as
the culture of the hnman mind, and I veli-
ture to assert that if there is a difference
heifer material for this purpose will be
found in the ranks of the poor than else-
wrhere. AL any rate, if we must have a
test-for admission to the University we do
not desire it it be a financial one, applied
niot to the student, but to his parents. Let
merit and ability and brains be the stand-
ard on which admission to our highest
educational institution shall be based, not
accident of birth or temporary command
over money. It is well known that in old
countries the wealthy classes are apt to
degenerate as time goes onl. In a new
country like Australia where class dis-
tinctions happily hardly exist, where the
poor man of to-day is the rich man of to-
morrow, we cannot yet say that this is the
ea0se.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member is
reading his speech. Whilst it is desired
that hon. members should have the oppor-
tunity of refreshing their memories from
notes, I fear the practice of reading
speeches is becoming too frequent, and I
do not know where it will stop. The hon.

member may proceed and refer to his
notes in order to refresh his memory.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: I was saying,
Mr. Speaker, that many of the brightest
and smartest boys in our State schools are
the children of poor parents. Professor
Paulsen, of the University of Berliin, in
his standard work on German Untirersi-
ties says--

It cannot be denied that the complete
exclusion of the poorer classes from the
academic world has its great dangers.
Talents would be lost to the nation which
Nature does not bestow upon it all too
lavishly. An individual possessing
superior gifts and a strong will, who
is restricted to a sphere in which hie
cannot develop and utilise his talents,
merely from a lark of means, wvould be
forced to the severest kind of i'enuncia-
tion, and would look upon it as a bitter
humiliation. Andl finally the solidarity
of the nation would thereby he im-
perilled,

1 would like to say that in Germany the
civil service is choseni entirely from Uni-
versity trained men, and we can take it in
Australia also as time goes on all the best
civil service positions will be held by the
best educated men, and it is absurd to
think that these men should be drawn en-
tirely from the wealthy classes of the
community. The Professor con tinuc-s--

An academic official class no longer
chiosen as a kind of personal aristocracy
from the entire people, but only from
the wealthy families, and posing as a
kind of committee of the wealthier
classes would he looked upon by the
people with distrust and aversion as an
alien rule.

We do not want that sort of feeling to
grow uip in Western Australia, and the
best way to prevent that is, as pointed
out by the Professor, to see that the uni-
versity trained men come from all classes
of the community. The Professor has a
good deal to say on the subject, and I1 do
not intend to weary the House b3 quoting
him at much greater length. He declares
that private wealth should be devoted to
rendering it easy for the poor stnut to
get a free education, and I would like to
say in this connection that there is great
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scope in Western Australia for private
people to do more than has been done to
enable the University to open its gates to
the children of the poor. We know that
one gentleman, Sir Winthrop Hackett,
has made a most munificent endowment
to this University, and I admire him for
his generosity, and also for the form
which it has taken.

Mr. SPEAKER: That has nothliq to
do with the motion.

Air. E. B3. JOHNSTON: Endownients
of this kind, I was pointing out, arc re-
quired for a university such as ours will
he.

AMr. SPEAKER: We are not discussingo
the question of endowments or of suiisi-
dising universities. The motion exjpresses
the opinion that fees shall be apportioned,
it makes no reference to where the money
comes from.

Mr. E. B. JO'H'NSTON: I wish fees to
be abolished with regard to the tuition
from the chair of agriculture, and I am
glad that through this munificent gift
there is an opportunity for that to be
done- I hope that other similar gifts will
be made in Western Australia by the
State's adopted or native sons, as was the
fortunate experience of South Australia.
I would like to say, too, that if the chil-
dren of the poor are able to go to the
university we can expect better results
than if only the children of the rich are
there, because the children of the poor
are constantly spurred to diligence in
their studies by their desire to rise. I
claim, therefore, that they are better
material to educate than the children of
the -rich. Martin Luther experienced
poverty in his own youth, and be said-

The children of the rich seldom,
amount to anything. They are self-
confident7 arrogant, proud, find imagine
that they do not need to learn, because
they already have enouigh to support
them. The sons of the poor, on the
contrary, must work tip from the dust
and suffer much. And because they
have nothing of which to be vain, and
of which they can boast, they learn to
have faith in God, arc humble, and
keep quiet. The poor fear God, hence
he gives them good heads, so that they

can study well and learn, become well-
in formed and sensible, and can teach
princes, kings, and emporors with their
wisdom.

These words are as true to-day as at the
time they were written, and surely it
is the duty of this Government, and the
duty of this House, in the interests of
ihe university and of the community, to)
see that the poor who possess so coin-
mendable a desire, and so great an apti-
tude to learn, should be given every op-
portunity to do so, in our secondary
schools, our technical Schools, and our
university. 1 wish to say, too, that the
abolition of fees in all our educational
institutions is rendered the more desir-
able in Australia because of the breadth
of our franchise. Under adult suffr-age
the power to vote is not dependent upon
thie wealth or social position of the elec-
tor, and as everybody has the right to
vote it is necessary for the safety of the
community that everybody should have
the right to be educated. It may be
argued that the vote of a half-educated
or ignorant person is a menace to the
community. In Australia we have given
gre-at political powver to the people, and
it is wvise that we should give them every
opportunity to be educated, Of course
it is only fair to admit that there is an
clement of danger in this to our friends
on the Opposition benches, because I find
it hard to believe that any educated per-
son would support a policy of negation.

Air. SPEFAKER: These remarks have
nothing to do with the motion.
. Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: I wish now
to refer to the report of the Royal Comn-
mission so far as it relates to the charg-
ing of fees. That Commission consisted
of gentlemen of great standing in the
community, men whose opinion will carry
weight f rom one end of the State to the
other. Their names were Sir .J. V.
Hackett, Bishop Riley, -Mr. Cecil An-
drews, Sir Walter James, Rev. Brother
Nsunan, Hon. R. Briggs, Mr. Thomas
Bath, Mfr. F. B. Allen, Mr. WV. E. Cooke,
Dr. Athelstan Saw, and Dr. J.IV. Smith.
The commission, after full inquiry, made
the following recommendation in regard
to the matter of fees-
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Your commission favours the view
that teaching in the university should
be free, and suggests that if fees are
found to be necessary they should be
on the lowest possible scale.

I take it that that recommendation, more
than anything else, wvill influence the Gov-
ernment and Parliament in accepting this
motion, particularly when the Commission
poiiited out that the charging of fees was
a matter which should be left to Parlia-
ment to settle. The report gives reasons
both for and against the charging of fees,
but there is another recommendation I
would like to quote to the House. The
Commission wvent on to suggest that Par-
liament should be asked to provide a sum
of £10,000 annually for the purpose of
the university, and an additional £2,000
for the purpose of providing scholarships
and exhibitions. but that if it was decided
that teaching in the university should be
free, Parliament should be asked to in-
crease the annual grant to an extent suffi-
cient to cover the estimated loss of rev-
enue from fees. That was a most im-
portaiit recommendation in view of the
action subsequently taken by Parliament,
an action which distinctly proves that
Parliament has already decided that no
fees shall be charged in the University of
Western Australia. Parliament granted
an annual subsidy of £13,500, whereas if
it was the intention of the Government
that fees should be charged, an annual
subsidy of only £12,000 would have been
required. I take it that at a later stage
the present leader of the Opposition will
say what be had in his mind when he took
that action. To my mind it is very clear
that Parliament has really decided al-
ready, by making a grant sufficient to
cover the loss of fees, that there shall be
no fees charged in this university. Not
only that, but the senate appointed an
organiser (Mr. Gun), who has submitted
to that body a report urging that fees
should be waived. Surely when the U2ni-
versity Commission recommended that no
fees should be charged, when the organ-
iser agrees that no fees should be charged,
and when the. Government made a grant
to cover any loss through not charging
fees, it is clearly the wish of Parliament

and the people that the university should
be free. It is true that there will be an
increase in the number of students if we
have a free university, but the only addi-
tional cost will be in providing extra ac-
commodation; there will be no extra ex-
pense for teaching, because the professors
call as well leet ure to a hundred students
as to twenty. In conclusion, I wish to
point out how little the adoption of this
motion will cost the country. From the
last reports of the Education and Mines
departments I find that the fees from tech-
nical schools amounted to £31,556, from
the Modern School £7.38, and from the
School of Mines £692, making a total
revenue from school fees of only £E5,006
for last year. 1 do submit that the Gov-
ernment are pledged to waive these fees
whether the university is a free one or
not, and I have already argued that
the subsidy given to the university
covers the loss of fees for the first
few years of its existence. If these
two paints be accepted, it is clear
that, for a few years at any rate,
a free university will cost the country no-
thing. But I do not wish to press that
point. I am willing to say that it will
cost the country this sum of £C5,006 per
annum if we waive the fees at these tech-
nical establishments, but I would point
out how small an amount that is. Surely
we are not going- to allow a mere sum of
£C5,000 to stand in the way of the adoption
of a principle of this kind. We have a
public revenue of £3,850,000, and with
that immense income what is a loss of
£5,000 in school fees? Nothing at all. I
say that this country is in a financial posi-
tion to abolish these fees straight away;
in fact the people demand that that shall
be done. We have money for all sorts
of other purposes, and the abolition of
these school fees will save the country a
lot of money in the long run. I find that
we are spending £125,000 a year on the
police, and over £23,000 on the upkeep
of our gaols, and I am sure that a lot of
that expenditure of £150,000 a year would
he reduced in time if our young boys were
sent to free and compulsory technical
schools after they had attained a certain
age instead of being allowed to wander
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around the streets or please themselves
when they are still in immature years. If
our people are better educated we can
expect a less expenditure per head to be
necessary on gaols and police. However,
if the Treasurer thinks that we cannot
afford this £5,000 and that we must have
fresh taxation to take the place of the
money that the State will lose through the
abolition of school fees, I would suggest
that he should tax bachelors. I would be
prepared to put a tax on bachelors and
apply the proceeds to the specific purpose
of makting good the loss of aE.000 through
the abolition of school fees. As an ad-
vertisement alone it would be worth the
State's while to have free education in
Western Australia. WVe have told the pen-
p-le iii the old country and in the Eastern
States that we have free land, and they
have come here to settle. We have told
them that we have a great rich country
worthy of being opened up, and they
have lent us their millions to develop it
by railways and other great public works.
Let us now tell them that our social insti-
tutions are run on the most modern lines;
that we have not only a franchise open to
all and a Government representative of
all. but also educational institutions free
to all who care to enter them and learn.
I say that for the advertisement alone the
people of Western Australia would be
justified in throwing open the doors of
their educational institutions. There is a
school'at Salzberg, in Austria, and also
a famous library, and over the school is
a motto that I would suggest was worthy
of adoption by the senate of our local
university. The English translation of
it is-"If you desire to learn you shall
have what you desire free of cost." That
is a policy that I hope the Senate will
acceept when they are considering the
question of charging fees in our univer-
sity. In this part of the world, remote
from the great centres of population, we
have not the advantages of older places,
we have not their history, we have not
their population, we have not their civil-
isation, but we have some compensating
advantages in the fact that we can profit
by their experience. The Labour Govern-
ment have a chance to do what all the

great modern countries of the world are
doing, namely, to see that the education
of the people is as free as possible. The
Labour Government have a chance to
make history. We are hut a handful of
people occupying an immense territory,
and, although I know the Government are
faced withI many responsibilities in other
directions, they mutst look to the future
when they consider this particular prin-
ciple. For my part I look to the time,
perhaps when we are dead and gone,
when the agricultural developmient of
Western Australia will be at least as
great as that of the agricuiltural develop-
ment of the United States; I look to the
time when over the seven seas Australian
ships will travel carrying Australian
foodstuffs and other products of this
g-reat land to the densely populated coun-
tries of the world; I look to the time when
our great island continent will be trav-
ersed not by one hut by a dozen trans-
continental railways.

.Mr, SPEAKER: What has all this to
do with the motion.V

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: I want to
show that these are benefits that we may
get from free education.

'Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member
might just as well discuss the conquest of
Tinabuetno. The hon. member must keep
to the point.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: When, in the
future, we have a much greater poula-
tion, when our industries arc firmly es-
tablished, when Australian' people are
manufacturing all their own requirements
I hope the pupil of that day at a free
university will look back to this day and
say that an era was marked in obtaining
this objective when in Western Australia,
a Labour Government decided to act on
its principles and see that the educational
institutions of the country were free to
those who wished to enter them. In these
respects I hope the Government will copy
the example of Japan, America, and Ger-
many, all of wbich countries have devoted
increased money to edneational purposes,
and all of which countries are making it
easier for the poorest child to he educated.
I submit my motion to the House with the
utmnost confdence, feeling sure that the
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Government and other members will con-
sider it from the point of view of prin-
eiple, and nothing else. Let us adopt the
principle even if it costs us £5,000 a year
to do it,

Mr. McDONALD (Gascoyne): I
second the motion.

Mr. TURVEY (Swan) :I have no de-
sire to oppose the motion. I am quite in
accord with the Principles contained in
it, but I do not wish to let go unchal-
lenged the disparaging manner in which
the hon. member, right through the whole
of his speech, referred to our education
system in this State. The hon. member
evidently went to considerable trouble
in preparing his speech and he gave us
quotations and extracts ad jib, from all
sources. Hie has traversed practically the
whole of the world in order to point out
the educational facilities offered in
various parts of the world, but I venture
to say that, considering the youth of this
State of ours, considering the period of
active settlement, we may indeed be
justly proud of our education system.
The hon. member cited Japan and
America, and pointed out what is being
done in those countries. When we have
the population of the various countries
referred to by the hon. member, I feel
sure we will have a comprehensive edu-
cation system that will compare more
than favourably with that of any country
referred to by the hon. member. But 'I
ask members to take into consideration
that we have in our State a vast area in
which settlement is increasing and
which is practically dotted all over
with State schools. It is all very
well to speak about the abolition of
fees and providing facilities for the
poor unfortunate child the hon. member
referred to so frequently in the course
of his remarks, but I would go further
and say let nts first of all see that the poor
child to which the hon. member referred
is given a decent primary education in
order that he or she may be equipped
with an education that will give him or
her every facility eventually to climb up
the ladder of our education system
and so reach the university. There
are other methods in which this firee
education can be given to the child of

poor parents. For instance, I believe it
can best be done by an increase of
scholarships through our State schools.
Already the Education Department have
done, and are now doing, a considerable
amount of good by way of giving scholar-
ships and exhibitions to the State school
scholars in order that they may get a bet-
ter secondary edlucation and in order that
they may reach the university. Only as
late as last year provision was made by
the Education Department of this State
for three university exhibitions to be held
at any recognised university in the
British Empire. These were open to com-
petition to any boy or girl under 19 years
of age in the State. There are othet-
exhibitions offered. There are seven
senior and 12 junior exhibitions and
there are scholarshps and bursaries
offered. These facilities are given in
order that the smart boy of the poor
parents referred to by the heon, mem-
ber may be given an opportunity
to qualify for this higher educa-
tion. The hon. member, while hie gave
us the history of education systems
in various parts of the world, showed a
lamentable lack of knowledge as to the
education system of the State in which
he lives. H~e could hardly have been
unaware that the State already provided
free technical education for the pupils
attending the continuation schools. Free
technical education is given to those who
show a willingness to attend, and the
Education Department are also providing
free manual training and free lessons in
household management and domestic
economy, including cooking, laundry
work, housewifery, and such lik. All
these are provided free by the State
of Western Australia.

Mr. E. B. Johnston :But they are
collecting E3,800 a year in fees, and I
want -these fees abolished.

mr. TURVEY :From the classes to
which I am referring the State is collect-
ing no fees; those classes are absolutely
free; but I believe there are certain
classes at the 'Technical School from
which £3,500 was collected last year, and
I understand there was £758 collected
from the Modern School. It has to be
remembered, however, that 'the depart-
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ineat are assisting education in various
othier ways besides giving tihe free tech-
ieal education to which 1 have referred.

T'hey are providing driving grants to the
sparsely settled districts. Where the
ch~ildlren are living more than three miles
fiorn school, grants are made-laist year

Ibelieve they totalled £2,000-in order
that these children uma\ be driven, to the
nearest school. Fu rtfler thtan that, I
know a proposal is onl foot to follow the
example already in vogue in Queensland
and New South Wales by which a sort of
travelling school will be established. A
v-an will be equipped wvithi a teacher and
apparatus. The teacher wvill go round
the more sparsely-settled districts, visit-
ing- the farming honmcs, and giving the
best edUcattion that can possibly be given
in the circumstances. As I have pointed
out, scholarships are being given at
tIhe present time in order to give the
citlren attending our State schools an
opportunity of reaching the higher plane
of education. Last year approximately
£4,000 was given in Government scholar-
ships, exhibitions and bursaries to -the
pupils attending State schools in orde,
that they might attend some recognised
secondary school and receive a higher
education. The member for- Williams-
Narrogin quoted many authorities from
Plato and Martin Luther down to Mr.
Hugh Gnnin, and hie traversed p~ractically
thle whole of the world, but I wish to con-
fine myself to Australia, and practically
to Western Australia and the circum-
stances governing our education system.
The hon. member quoted figures sllowing
the cost of education in Western Aus-
traflia as compared with the cost in some
of the Eastern States, but it must be re-
membered that with settlement scattered
over such a vast area and with such a vast
wimount of development going on. the cost
of education must necessarily be high.
In the more thickly populated countries
where settlement is closer the cost is
considerably less, so that the cost per
hlead of the population in Western Auts-
tralia cannot be taken as any argument
so far als the hon. member's motion is
concerned.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Mr. TURVEY: 1 have little further to
add beyond saving, that if [lie member for
Williams-Narrogin was sincere in his de-
sire to assist whe children of the noorer
people, he wvould have been able to render
that. assistance by making provision for
thle removal of the heavy burden placed1

upon the parents of the children in our
primary schools by' thle iniount they have
annually to expend in the purchase of
necessary school books, which indeed falls
heavily upon the poorer people. The
manner in which they are handicapped
by hayvin g to pay a hig amount per
an ''urn in the purchase of necessary,
school books and material mills for some
alleviation, and I would advise the hon.
member to see that this disability is re-
moved. If lie had done that, then in
fl 'y opinion lie would have been doing
aili more in the interests of the poorer

people than ever lie ca1 hope to do by
moving in the direction in which hie has.
I canl only say that so far as members
on this side of the House are concerned,
I think they are entirely in accord with
the member in giving free education, free
primary and secondary education and,
when the time is opportune, free uiniver-
sity education. That is to say, to make
the whole of our educational system comn-
plete. I feel that it may, perhaps, seem
unjust to ask people to pay for the
secondary education given to their chil-
dren, but at the same time I fully realise
that the State has indeed a very big task
devolved upon it to provide adequate pri-
mary education. I can only believe that
the lion, member is attempting to gain a
certain amount of kudos in the eyes of
the public by moving this motion
at the present juncture, because hie knows
perfectly well that every member on this
side 1believes in the principle of free
education. There are munny prinic))les to
which we, as a party are pledged and
wvhich we hope to see realised, but we
certainly do not expect to see them all
relised immediately.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: Do you not think
the time the University opens is the time
for introducing this question?

Mr. TURVEY: Yes; but I do not be-
lieve that the University Senate have the,
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rpower to prescribe and impose their fees
without first consulting Parliament, and
then, 1 should think, would be the proper
,time for us to move. However, so far
as assisting tile poorer classes is con-
cerned, by way of giving them free edhuca-
tion, I would have thought that the best
step that can be taken in this direction
'would be to assist in the manner I have
indicated. At the prcsent time the pur-
chase of necessary school books for pri-
mary education is a very heavy burden
-indeed upon the poorer classes. What,
then, is the use of our boast of a free
educational system, and of our giving
facilities for university education to the
poorer classes, when they are not even
yet given the fullest facilities for primary
educationl' I do not mean to say that
the Government are not doing all in their
power in this direction. I think it is to
the credit of the Government that they
should have dlone so much and are ready
to do mnore in that direction. When they
have accomplished full and complete
primary education I will give hearty
support to provision for free secondary
and university education.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL AND
MIM STER FOR EDUCATION (Hon.
T. Walker) : It was my intention to have
moved the adjounment of the debate,
but I do not think it is necessary to delay
the House much longer. I have to con-
gratulate the hion. member who moved the
motion for the care and study he has
given to the subject. His display of
knowledge of educational matters through-
out the world must be of great assistance
to the Obamrber- But I do feel aggrieved
that before launching a motion of this
kind he should have neglected to make in-
quiries as to what was actually being
done.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: I called at your
office and showed -you my motion.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Still,
I think further inquiries ought to have
been madie. We ought to have been con-
sulted as to the actual steps that have
been taken. If the hion member had
known what we were doing he would have
realised that this motion was absoitely
Unnecessary.

AMr. E. B. Johnston: As regards the
University 7

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Even
then, seeing what was being done in that
regard, the motion would still be unneces-
sary.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: If you had taken
rue into your confidence when I called at
y our office it might have been different.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: One
does not volunteer all information, to
give every caller a long lecture on every
step we are taking, unless a question is
asked in regard to it, when we are only
too 111]sapp to snipply every information.
There is another thing I must complainl
of, and that is of Ihis House having been
particularly asked to take, in a corrective
sense, the Senate of the University under
its wving. That body is an independent
body altogether. It is a body corporate,
instituted by an Act of Parliament that
gives it a being, cip able of looking after
its own affairs. This Chamber can no
more direct the details of -the management
of that institution than it can direct the
management of the Bank of New South
Wales. They both exist by virture of the
laws of the land, but they are both in-
dependent corporations, and it is left to
them to decide what they shall do in re-
gard to their business affairs. This motion
presumes that the detals of the manage-
ment and business of the University shall
be under the corrective, disciplinary foi-
ces of this Chamber, which is an absurd-
ity.

-Mr. E. B. Johnston: W.Ie have supplied
them with money.

The ATTORNEY GENEIRAL: Simply
because we desired to see an institution
of the kind. The mere suipplying of the
money for the purpose of helping that
institution along no more enables us to
take its direction in our hands than the
supply of a grant to the High School en-
abled us to decide the details of what the
gentleman w-ho moved this resolution
should lean upon its forms when attend-
ing that school. We have no more power
to direct the rUniversity than we have to
direct howv each particular -scholar shall
receive his education in the High School.

1787



1788 ASSEXBLY.]

Mr. & B. Johnston: Then it is taxa-
tion without representation.

The ATTORNEY GENERtAL: NO; the
hon. member is wrong again, because it
has been prodided in the constitution of
the Senate that the Minister for Educa-
Lion shall be represented upon it; and
not only the Minister for Education, but
the Pro-Chancellor of that University is
Inspector General of our State schools
At the present time. Again, the Ministry
in a certain sense are represented there by
the presence of my colleague, the Minis-
ter for Lands; and if you want fuither
evidence that the representition is com-
plete and full to the uttermost, we have
the Leader of the Opposition also with a
4seat upon tint Senate. Now, what more
can hon. members 'want in the way of
representation? I think that Senate
fairly well represents every shade of poli-
tics, faith, social standing, business enter-
prise, democracy-all the qualities that go
to constitute good healthy social life in a
growing community. I think that all the
elements are represented. The hon.
member somewhat reminds me of that
impietuosity of youth which opens the
rabbit's eyes to see the colour of the little
things before nature allows of that oper-
ation. He is too anxious to get at the root
of these things. As a matter of feet what
is so flippantly recommended-I do not
say flippantly disrespectfully; because in
the course. of a speech of this kind there
must be an amount of flippancy which is
natural-bat what is so flippantly sug-
gested and recommended is giving the
Education Department great trouble,
great thought, and is not only giving the
Education Department trouble but the
Senate of the University great thought
and great trouble. These things cannot
be done with a wave of a wand.; we can-
not abolish this without considering ways
and means. Whenever anything, no
matter how noble in its ideals, requires
finance as its basiis, when we have to find
the wherewithal before we can accom-
plish our object, we cannot at the mo-
ment's utterance or at the word of eom
mand say qlet there be no -fees" and there
are no fees., We cannot do things so
quickly as that; steps have to be taken;

the -system now in vogue has to be altered,
fees already pocketed must, as it were,
continue until the period for which they
are taken has elapsed, and while that sys-
tem is running we cannot introduce a new
system. We must fix a time for the ter-
mination of the present order of things
and make an announcement as to when
the new order shall begin. In reference
to certain things in connection with the
educational system I may tell the mem-
bers that already the instructions have
gone forth that on a certain day not very
far distant, certain fees are to be diseon-
tinned. At the beginning of next finan-
cial year, that is at the termination of the
present term in certain of our technical
and continuation schools certain usual and
customary fees will cease. That has been
done, and, having beenl accomplished, it
will show we are taking steps. Members
on this side of the House know if there
is one thing the Labour party love more
dearly than another it is to accomplish
something towards the education of the
whole of the youth of the State.

Mr. S. Stubbs: Has not this side
done the saame thing?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I hope
the hon. member does not take it as at
reflection. I say both sides need it very
much, the Opposition side need it as much
as the Government side, but as a party
I say this side have always voted for free
education, and as a party, the other side
of the House have not always voted for
free education.

Mr. George: There were members here
who voted for that before ever you came
into Parliament.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Not as
a party, there were individuals who did.

The Premier: The other side were not
too successful.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: As a
party it belongs to the Labour side of
polities to have made it -distinctively a
plank in their platform and to have made
it essentially one of -their battle cries.

Mr. George: Free education was. fought
for before ever there was a Labour party.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: What-
ever may have been done by some mem-
bers I voted for it before there was a
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Labour party known by that name, in
New South Wales. The first man to draw
up an Education Act in the Common-
wealth was a Mr. Greenwood, and Sir
Henry Parkes afterwards adopted it, and
I have some degree of historical pride in
the recollection that I was fighting for
free education before a Labour party was
known by that distinctive name, so there
is nothing for the hon. member to be spec-
ially proud of in that respect. As a united
par-ty the Labour party are the first to
have made it one of the essential features
'of their -platform and on every platform
where a Labour candidate spoke just
prior to the last elections it was one of
his pleas for support and it is one of the
planks that the 'Government are endeav-
onring to carry out as far and as speedily
as possible, but it cannot be done in
five minutes; there are always adjust-
muents to make and ways and means to be
provided; the adjustment of the finances
has to he taken into consideration, and
there are the needs of the growing popa-
lation, to early such education as we now
bhave in its primary branches right out
into the back-blocks, if I may use that
expression, of this fast growing country.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: The Royal Comn-
-mission recommended that.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Even
the present Senate recommended that,
and every jouirnalist of modern times has
recommended it. It is all recommending,
-but -we have to find the means and the
best way of carrying it out.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: The Royal Com-
mnission recommended it and Parliament
should decide,

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
Royal Commission is defunct, it issas dead
-as Julius Caesar and so is t-he Parliament
that ,did it. They are things of the past.
'These are only voices from the grave. We
-may reverently give respect to what
they say, ,bnt the men who are living have
-to do the work. They are the ones to
-decide on what can be done ionaer existing.
,circumsta nces.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: This Parliament
-should decide.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I ob-
ject to the youthful and aspiring-, the

brainy and ambitious, but the too eager
young representative of that great settled
community up at Williams-Narrogin,
opening the rabbit's eyes too fast.

Mr. George: That is not very generous
on your part; he is not accountable for
his youth.

Mr. Taylor: He ought to be on the
other side of the fence; rabbits are only
up to Kanowna.

The ATTORNEY GENjERAL: We
have to leave the Senate to do their work,
and to do it without the whip as it were
being held over them. We must give,
them credit for their rightful desire;, and
must give them a chance to work out this
great scheme and not make it appear that
whatever step is taken in the future, the
bon. member will be able to say that if
it had not been for him we would have
had no free education, but that he had
told the Senate what to do, had taken it
by the hand while a baby infant, nursed
it upon his knee, given it the sucking
bottle and generally acted as wet nurse.

3br. E. B. Johnston: The Senate are
anxious to know, I believe, whether Par-
lianment will relieve them.

The ATTORNE Y 'GENERA.L: I do not
k-now that they have ever asked that or
whether they have ever sent a message
to the hon. member to ascertain.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: I have reason to
believe their object is to get an expression
from this Parliament.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Then
I do reg-ret the blindness of the senators,
and I do feel sorry for them that they
do not know that the inlaxy we have hero
representing the Labour cause and that
the great heart of this Chamber is with
free education, that they are behind the
limes -and the wrong people have been
appointed.

M1r. George: Call on them to resig-n.
The ATTORNEY GENERAL: If they

he so indolent and -blind to the march of
events, and tile signs of the times, and
the evidence of everyday revealed facts,
then they are indeed in a parlouts state
that requires some cure, and the only
cure is to let loose on the Senate the.
memher for Pilbara -I do not want
to prolong the debate. I can only assure
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the House, if it needs assurance, that
steps are being taken as rapidly as circum-
stances and the difficulties will allow, in
the direction indicated, not only by the
member who moved the motion, but by
the member for Swan, namely in the
direction of reducing the cost of hooks to
the parent of the child in the primary
schools. We are trying to cheapen every-
thing in that direction, but I shall see
when we reach the Education vote,
which will come on shortly in the Esti-
mates, what sympathy the Government is
receiving by the increased expenditure
that the Estimates will reveal, all for the
purpose of doing- something in the direc-
tion of bettering education generally, rais-
ig the standard of it and distributing it
to wider areas, giving better conditions
to the teachers and better school accom-
modation and freer access even in the re-
mote districts to those schools by actually
paying, if not for the maintenance and
sustenance, at least for the carriage of
the poorer scholars to the centres of our
instruction. Under these circumstances I
have no objection to the miotion being car-
ried, but I shall not take it as an instruc-
tion. I shalt rather, if the mover will
permit me, take it as a flattering assur-
ance that the work which is being done by
the Labour party is appreciated and en-
dorsed as performed by the 'Minister now
in office.

Mr. GEORGE ('Murray-Wellington) : I
want to say a few words in connection
with this matter. While perhaps with
many of the arguments of the Attorney
General I concur, still I think he Was
somewhat ungenerous to the member .who
moved the motion. It is quite within the
right of any private member to suibmit a
motion which, if the Speaker passes it as
being respectflI to the House and perti-
nent to the question, he can put before
the House and he is entitled to respectful
attention. As to the accusations made by
the Minister with regard to the compara-
tive youth of the member for Williams-
Narrogin, I am certain the Attorney Gen-
eral, as well as myself, is only sorry that
the accusation could not be truly levelled
against both of us.

The Attorney General: I am proud of
my age.

M~r. GEORGE: There is no crime in
getting on in years, and if the hon. gen-
tlem-an's experience permits, this Cham-
ber will give him a few points before the
session is over to help) him along on his
course. I agree with the Attorney Gen-
eral's remarks with regard to the Uni-
versity. The Senate have been appointed
and so far as I can judge, I must say with
a rare impartiality.

Mr. Thomnas: No spoils to the victors
this time.

Mfr. GEORGE: As far as I can judge,
I say the members of the Senate
have been selected with a rare impartial-
ity. All classes of persons who have a
right to have their finger in the pie with
regard to the crown of Western Austra-
lia's educational efforts are represented,
and now when these persons are elected
and are doing their work, and since we are
getting evidence day after day that they
are earnest and enthusiastic in their work,
I do not think the House should even give
them the direction in connection with the
matter which the member for Williams-
Narrogin has brought forward. I say
nothing as to whether the University
should he free or tnt, because I think it
is premature for us to discuss that while
these gentlemen are sitting in conclave
organising the university and getting mat-
ters into businesslike tri-m. I think it
would be better if this motion had not
been put forward. The honourable gen-
tleman is quite within his rights in bring-
ing the matter forward, and he has cer-
tainly been to. great pains in preparing
his matter.

Air. Ei. B. Johnston: The Senate are
considering the question of fees now.

Mfr. GEORGE:- I have no means of
knowing what the Senate are doing, but
I am satisfied that if this Chamber ap-
points a Senate in connection with the
university, or if it appoints a commission
mn connection with any inquiry, after the
appointment has been made and the
members of that particular body have
started on their work, it should not be
within the province of the House to in-
dicate anything further until the labours
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of that body have been completed. When
the Senate hats done its work, then it may
be a question for criticism, but until then
I think we migbt let matters rest.

.%fr.(JREEN (LKalgoorlie) : I am vecry
pleased indeed that the member for Wil-
liams-Narrogin has brought forward this
motion, because I recognise that it will be
the means at any rate of enabling a large
number of members to voice their opinions
on the (question of education, so far even
as it affects the University. I recognise
that -whilst the University Senate is a
complete law unto itself, and that this
House should not in any way attempt to
interfere with it, at the same time if it is
clearly shown to the country that the
trend of opinion in Western Australia
voiced by the representatives of the peo-
ple here, is in favoutr of free education as
far as possible, I consider even the Senate
should not ignore the opinion of this
Chamber. I think it is patent to everyone,
who considers even in the slightest degree
the question of education, that those
countries which have gone in for utniver-
sities and technical education on a free
basis are the countries which are far
ahead in the commercial and technical
world. We have only to point to Ger-
many and to America for notable in-
stances in that respect. Whilst on that
question T would like to say that on the
g-oldflelds we have the finest school of
mines in the Commonwealth, and it seems
a pity to me that whilst this State spends
nearly £5,000 upon that school of mines
per annum, that by sticking to the ante-
d1iluvian-if I might nse the term-idea
of imposing- Lees, we are preventing many
students from attending the school. By
the fees which are charged to the students
we are only able to raise £1,000. It seems
to me that the Labour Government would
be wise if they made the experiment of
abolishing fees with regard to the School
of Mines. At the present time there are
only 140 students there. The fees average
about; £5 s. per term for each student who
takes a full course of lectures, and when
we come to consider that in connection
with the course of geology with which
that school is eminently qualified to deal,
we havye one of. the nmet able teachers in

die Commonwealth in the person of M1r.
Larcombe, who is a young Australian and
who has (lone more in this particular line
of research than possibly any other man
in the Comm ion wealth-I say that having
the services of sLuch a man and the others
associated with him at the School of
Mines, gentlemen who are wedded to the
particular profession they follow, it
seems a pity that we should not take the
opportunity of abolishing the fees. The
question of finance is Of course important
with the Government at the present rime,
buit consideringo that the present cost of
the school of mines is only £5,000 an-
nually, and that its fees produce merely
£1,000, the experiment I have suggested
might well be made, and I trust the Min-
ister responsible will endeavouir during
his regiine, to bring about the abolition
of the fees. I am satisfied the result
would be that instead of 140 students at
that. school, there 'would be 340.

The Minister for Mines: The fees do
not keep one student away.

Mr. GREEN: I am convinced that
there -would be 100 students attending
that school from another part of the State.
The Minister has interjected that the im-
position of the fees do not keep one
studen t away. I am inclined to differ from
him, because I do not think he is in a
position to make that statement, inas-
much as the expe'irnent of abolishing the
fees hans never been tried. If it were
adopted, there would be a chance of seeing
whether uinder such an arrangment the
number of students would increase.

Eon. FRANK WILSON (Sussex):
This question of free education-abso-
lutely free throughout the State, is one
which has troubled many Ministries and
many Parliaments, and I want at once to
make it clear that not only the Labour
party have advocated free education in
this State, but also the Liberal party of
successive years.

MNr. Foley: Not always.
Ron. FRANK WILSQN: Always.
Mr. Foley: What about when you made

it a party question?
Hon. FRANK WILSON: It is as-

tonishing bow some hion. members have
the temerity to malke-rash assertions. It



1792 [ASSEMBLY]

is pleasing to me to-night to bear the
words of the Attorney General, now Min-
ister for Education, and to know tbat he
realises; as I did when I was in charge of
the Education Department, and also in
charge of the Treasury, that it was ne-
cessary to take into consideration the
financial position of the State in respect
to this matter. I remember the charge
the bon. member for Leonora is now re-
surrecting--the time when I proposed to
impose certain fees on scholars above a
certain age, because of the financial ne-
cessities of the State at that time. It was
absolutely necessary then that we should
watch every penny of expenditure int
every department, and t he Education De-
partment could not be any exception to
that rule. If hon. members wish to rake
up ancient history on that matter, they
will find it all set forth in Hansard, In
my opinion at that time it was necessary
to charge some of these elderly scholars
who were well able to pay.

Mr. Foley: Not in every case.
Mr. B. J. Stubbs: Public opinion

made you withdraw.
Hon. FRANK WILS ON: Public

opinion did not make me do anything.
Mr. B. J. Stubbs: Ycu withdrew.
Hon. FRANK WILSON: The con-

demnatory motion that was submitted to
the House at that time was defeated and
the action of the Government was en-
dorsed. Let us consider this question
which the member for Williams-Narrogin
has brought forward. He has submitted
the motion-and I think .perhaps justly
so-which be declares is to ask the Gov-
ernment to carry oat a plank of the
Labour platform. I am not going to
quarrel with the hon. member onl that
account. I think he is justified in bring-
ing my friends opposite to hook, because
there is a hard and fast plank in their
platform which the &ttorney General
says they have been fighting for in season
and ont of seasou and ever since they

'have been a party in Australia, and yet
he, in his humble opinion, fails to see
where they have made the slightest effort
to put this plank into practice. So far
as that is concerned, I commend the hon.
member for having brought forward his
motion. He is perfectly justified in find-

ig fault with the leadens of his party for
not having redeemed their pledges in this
respect, and I asked him, when he was
reading the planks of the platform1 to
continue reading the remainder of the
planks, and I pointed out to him many
instances -where the Government had been
equally neglectful of their duty by not
bringing these things into practice. If
the hon. member goes in the direction he
has marked out for hiwself with regard
to the Labour platform be will soon have
to cut adrift from his party, and he will
have to come into the fo~ld of the Liberal
party, the ordinary progressive party
which represents true democracy. The
lion, members opposite are charging fees,'
notwithstanding their platform, and the
Attorney General has absolutely voiced
almost in the same language, in fact
better language, I must admit, than I
used, that the necessity of the State
must be inquired into before we can
bring about these reforms. Let it be
clearly understood on this occasion that
Parliament has conferred the powers upon
the Senate, which in itself is the Univer-
sity parliament, to decide as to whet fees.
if any, shall be charged. The hon. mem-
ber falls into the error of many others,
who are anxious either to gain kudos, as
one speaker was bold enough to say, or
to make their mark in history by bring-
ig forward a principle of this descrip-
tion, of quoting foreign countries. He
pointed to Germany and the United States
of America as being evidence of the
absolute freedom of education in the
universities and, I believe, throughout
their school system. The member for
Kalgoorlie endorsed those views. It is
very fascinating, I admit, to go to a far
distant country when one wishes to back
uip a weak argument, and we are very apt
to put the construction on what is beiii-r
donE) in those countries that will enable
us to colour and strengthen our owin
argument. I want to assure the hoil.
member that not only in that historic
country of Japan, which has been re-
ferred to, but also in Germany and the
United States of America, all the uni-
versities charge fees, -with the exception,
I believe, of two in the United State&
which are under special endowments.
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Mr. E. B. Johnston: Mtore than that.
Hon. FRANK WILSON: I think thcre

are only two. I go further and say that
all the universities of tlhe British Empire
charge fees of varying amounts. The
Australian, Tasmanian, and New Zealand
universities charge fees; so do the French
and German universities, and in Ger-
many, which has been quoted by bon.
members as an example, the average cost
of living for a yoar, including fees,
ranges from £50 to £100 per annum. At
the French universities the fees for tlie
study of law alone amount to £16 per
annum, and in the United States of
America the usual fee for tuition in the
different universities and institutes ranges
from £E30 to £40 per annum. At Yale
and Harvard it is £30; at Columbia, £E40;
at the Steven's Institute, £e30 for local
students, and £C45 for outsiders; at
Drexel it is only £10 to £16; at the
Massachusetts Institute the fees have
been recently raised from £40 to £50, and
at Michigan a matriculation fee of £2 is
charged, and £7 for instruction in the
case of students from its own State and
£9 for others.'

Mr. Green: Have you got Berkeley,
California?

Air. E. B. Johnston: And Wisconsin?

Hon. PRANK WILSON: At Michigan
the fees for incidental expenses are 30
dollars 50 cents., laboratory fees are
extra, the graduation fees are 10 dollars.
and matriculation fees 10 dollars, and
the total amount of fees paid to the
university during the whole four years'i
course for matriculation, incidental ex-
penses, materials used, and graduation
is for Michigan students from 240 dollars
to 280 dollars, and for others from 29.5
dollars to 335 dollars, varying more or
less according to the students' actua
laboratory expenses.

Mr. Green: *That is about £16 per
annum.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Even if it
is only £C16, it shows that fees are charged.
Then the Leland Stanford Institute has
a special Act, and while it is in force no
fees are to be charged to residents of
that State for tuition, except such fees as
may be charged in professional and eni-

gineering courses. But that Leland Stan-
ford Institute is very handsomely en-
dowed by Mrs. Stanford and, therefore,
its financial position is such as warrants
those controlling it in giving free educa-
tion to a certain extent. There is, how-
ever, an incidental fee of 15 dollars, or
about £3, per half-year to all registered
students, with the exception of those re-
gistered in the professional coursien of
law and medicine, and graduate student';
accepted as candidates for a higher de-
gree. The tuition fee in this university
in the department of medicine is 150
dollars per year and in the department
of law 25 dollars per half-year. For
engineering the annual fee is from 45 to
55 dollars. Laboratory fees are charged.
but are returnable tinder certain condi-
tions, and five dollars is charged as a
degree fee. Thus the mover of the mnotion
and the hon. member for Kalgoorlie will
see that they are not quite accurate in
saying that all the universities they re-
ferred to are absolutely free.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: You acceptedt the
report of Mr. P. Board as accurate.

Hon. FRAjNK WILSON: I do not
think he said they were all free.

Mr. E.. B. Johnston: He said that some
were, and Mr. Gunn said that in the
middle and western States of America the
universities were free.

Hon. PRANK WILSON: The hon.
member is wrong. 'Mr. Gunn said that
the tendency in America, especially i
the middle and western States, is in the
direction of making education free from
the kindergarten to the unievrsity. Now
let us look at the universities in Australia,
because after all I do not think we
ought to control our operations, so far as
education is concerned, altogether by the
example of outside countries which are
more favourably situated than we are in
respect of finanices, which have larger
populations and where in many instances
these educational institutions a hand-
somely endowed in a way that places
them above applying to the State for
money with which to carry on.

Mr. B. J. Stubbs: How many univer-
sities had they in America when America
had our population?
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The Premier: And howv many univeir-
sities which are free to-day commen.ed
without charging fees?

Hoen. FRANK WILSON: Absolutely
none of them. Here is the position SO
far as the universities of Sydney, Mel-
bourne, and Adelaide are concerned. In
Sydney they charge a fee of £2 for matri-
culation, £18 per year for a B.A. degr e,
and £22 per year for a B.Sc. degree,
while for the whole course of law a fee
of £97 is charged. The lecture fees at that
university amounted in 1910 to no less a
sumn than £1.5,830, and there were certain
other charges made in connectioii widi
the laboratories. in M.%elbourne they
charge a guinlea for mnatriculatioit, 12
guineas a year for the B.A. degree, £21
a year for the B.Se. degree, 12 gnuinoas
per year for mausic, and from 12 guiwe-as
to £25 per year for law. The lecture fees
collected in 1911 amounted to £14,572.
In Adelaide the mnatriculation fee is t1
10s., the B.A. degree from £12 to £C16 per
year, the B.Sc. degree from £18 to £26
per year; music, 12 guineas per year, and
for law 20 guineas per year, and t hat
university collected in the year 19)11
£9,258 in lecture fees. Of course those
universities have very large attendanees,
but still those figures I have quoted go
to prove that, not only do they charge
fees in the countries that hare been ro-
ferred to as special examples for tii to
follow, but iii our own country i has
been deemed incumbent to charge those
fees, and they are still in vogue. I. lo
not want the hion. member who moved
the motion to run away with the idea that
I am opposed to a free university, as far
as wre can possibly establish it.

Yr. E. B. Johnston: Did you not grive
the new university a subsidy sufficient
to cover loss of fees?

Hon. FRANK WILSON: No, not in
that sense, The Royal Commission sent
in a report and made an approximsate
estimate of what would be required, bitt
when the Bill was drafted they found that
they required more money than had been
at first estimated and, therefore, a smu of
£E13.500 was provided as a subsidy in the
University Act, but the same Act which
provided that money gave the senate abso-

lute power to impose fees. Section S1 of
the Act says-

The governing authority may from
time to time make, alter, and repeal Sta-
tutes with respect to A and any of the
following matters, that is to say...
the fees, if any, to be paid for examina-
tions for the grauting of degrees, dijlo-
mas, and certificates, and for attendance
at the lectures and classes of the lii-
versity.

So that in that section Parliament has
absolutely given power to the Senate to
control its own finances, and impose fees if
it is deemed desirable to do so. The mat-
ter is at present uinder the consideration
of a committee appointed by the Senate
to inquire into it fully, and I do not think
I shall be committirk any breach of
confidence in saying that there is a strong
tendency to make the University as free
as we possibly can in the financial cir-
cumstances in which we find ourselv-es.
It is perfectly true that we have to come
to the Government for every penny of
expenditure, for Outside some little rev-
enue, very small indeed, collected f rom the
University endowment properties, there is
nothing we can fall back upon exvept the
Government and the Parliament of the
State. The University is a creature* of
Parliament; it is established by the statut-
tory powver of Parliament, and Parliament
and the (l'ove rument recotpnise their res-
ponsibility to find the means, the where-
withal, to make the ]University a success,.
but it is the bounden duty of the Univer-
sity Senate to see that thY do not nmake
the buvden too heavy. The hon. mrenmber
would be the first man to cry out if the
Senate were to lavishly run into expendi-
ture and decline to consider the advisa-
bility of making certaini-charges in retuirn
for certain services, and if they wvere to
come to the Government, and throw the
whole of the onus and responsibility on
the aovernment for finding any sum of
money which the Senate in their incet
pleasure might deem it advisable to sl,enid.
Surely we must look to tie Senate to pro-
tect, as far as possible, the revenue of the
State and not make the establishinient of
the University an irksome burden which
will make it unpopular with the people,
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and to endeavour as far as possible to
make the 'University a live institution and
a successful one that canl be well supported
by Parliament. by that means popularising
it so that it may bare the ultimate effect
we all hope it will have in our community.
The idea in regard to these fees is-aid :I
think 1 am justified inl saying so to-night
-that we shall have no tuition fees, that
we shall, if possible, make our lectures
free to those students who can qualify to
become inmates or members of the tUni-
versity, the students who are joining the
University with the fixed purpose of goin.g
through a course, but that we shall also
impose certain charges oil those who only
take up attendance of the lectures for tine
purpose of acquiring or extending their
knowledge on some particular subject for
their own pleasure or edification. Then
there is also the tendency and desire, I
think, throughout the Senate that fees
may be charged for diplomas and for
certificates and for degrees, that the two
cases are not on a par. and that if we keep
our tuition free for bona fide students wve
-will have gone a long way in the direction
the hon. member wishes. Probably a small
fee may be charged for matriculating, and
I think justly so;, even the hion. member
would not object to that; anyone wishingl
to matriculate or enter the University
should be prepared to pay a small fee.
But I do not think the fee will be irk-
some. It will be niominal. There will
probably be a charge for matriculating.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: And for degrees.

Hon. FRANK WILSON- Certainly.
It will he only the fee to cover the exauui-
nation charges. There will he fees, for
diplomas of Bachelor of Arts, and Bache-
lor of Science, and probably fees for a
laboratory course. I am only expressig
my individual opinion as to the feeling
of' members of the Senate -which I have
gathered from time to time. It is, appar-
e nt, I think, that if we can do this, make
the University a successful institution,
financially sound, with the information we
have at oar disposal we shall he making
the Western Australian University one of
the freest universities of the British Em-
pire, and-I go father than that-one of
the freest universities of the whole, world.

That is the information I have gathered in
connection with this matter, and I think
hon. members will be satisfied that if we
can attain that position Western Australia
is taking no mean place in the education
systems of the world, The idea was
of course outlined when I introducad the
Bill some two years ago. This very ques-
tion of fees was raised, and I voiced the
opinion that lectures should be free. I
said I hoped that the lectures at any rate
which covered the tuition should be free,
and I am happy to believe that that will
probably he the course the Senate %%ill
follow. Noxv, with regard to the conclud-
ing portion of the motion, in which [lie
hon. member seeks to instruct the Govenit-
ment to abolish all fees in regard to our
State establishments, let me endorse to
some extent what the Minister for Educa-
tion has said upon this subject, that it is
all a question of ways and means. If we
make our University, for instance, abso-
lutely free, as the hon. member would
wish, with no charges whatsoever, we are
not increasing the popularity of the in-
stitution. I think the hon. member agreed
with me that charges for degrees should
be made.

Mr. E. B3. Johnston : That i§ not edu-
cation.

H~on. FRANK WILSON: It is a ques-
tion of where to draw the line in a uni-
versity. I do not profess to have an inti-
mate personal knowledge of the matter,
hut, as understood by experts, education
in connection with aL university consists
of lectures, and lectuire fees or tuition
fees are what I hope the Senate will do
without. If we are to have an absolutely
free university it follows of course that
we must have a free technical education
system, and an absolutely free secondary
school and, of course, free special classes.

The Premier: They must be more than
free to be useful.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Of course.
The State must provide aUl the appliances.

The Premier: And further than that
the State must provide a livelihood for the
students; otherwise it would be useless.

Hon. FRANK WILSON : I do not
think it is absolutely essential to do that;
but it would mnean what the Premier in-
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fers, that certain students would be shut
out from the advantages of the system.

The Premier :Country students.
Hon. FRANK WILSON: I would

point out also that if we are to abolish
the fees in the University, which is the
coping stone of our ed'ucation system, the
Treasurer must look forward to losing
something like L5,000 or £6,000, as they
amounted to some years ago, in revenue
which he derives from these fees.

The Premier :It is between £6,000
and £7,000.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: And these
fees are exceptionally reasonable, they
are very small, and have not been found
irksome so far, so it requires some con-
sideration before we make this altera-
tion.

The Premier :Another point would
arise as to whether it would not cause a
demand for secondary schools and other
education facilities in the country. If
we are giving them free in Perth why
should we not give them free in the coun-
tryI

Hon. FRANK WILSON : I hope in
due course we will have secondary schools
in all large centres.

The Premier :But they ought to be
there before we talk of abolishing the
fees.

Hon. FRANK WILSON : We should
leave the fees alone for the present and
first establish our schools, and then
gradually abolish the fees when we find
the State call run the system without fees.
In the meantime let me point out there
is large provision made in the way of
bursaries and scholarships. The Senate
of the University have earmarked
£2,000 for scholarships in connection
with the University and these are on top
of -the several thousands provided by
the Education Department. This makes
it quite practicable for any boy or
girl of parts to secure a livelihood by
winning scholarships and by that means
getting free courses in the University.
Those surely are the students we wish
to cater for. We do not want to have
students in the University who are mani-
festly unable, perhaps, to ultimately win

their degrees or win out, as the term is;
we want students who have the ability
and the determination to go through the
whole course and leave the University
after having won their degrees or di-
plomas. Let me say, in conclusion, that I
do not think there is anyone in the
Chamber who would for a moment regret
the abolition of fees altogether. Except in
special circumstances such as I have out-
lined, we want to see our education sys-
tem. as free as it possibly can be made
but I maintain, notwithstanding what the
lion, member has said this evening, that
there is no country, I do not care whether
he traverses Japan, or the United States,
or Germnany, or any other part of the
civilised globe, in which the education
system, considering the youth of the coun-
try' and its 'small population, is better or
freer than it is in Western Australia.

On motion by Air. Dooley debate ad-
journed.

Resolved :That motions be continued.

HETURN-GQVERNMENT MOTOR
CARS.

Mfr ALLEN (West Perth) moved-
That a return be laid upon the Table

showing -1, The number of motor cars
owned by the Government. 2, Where
they are located. 8, The purpose for
which they are used.. 4, The amount
paid to drivers and other attendants.
5, The cost of running and mainten-
ance.

He said: I hardly think there will be any
objection to this motion. I have been
asked on more than one occasion by elee-
lots the number of motor cars the Gov-
ermit have, and for what purpose they
are used, and where they are located, and
what the cost of running'and maintaining
them is.

The Premier: What answer did you
giveI

Mr. ALLEN: I said that I was not
acquainted wvith the facts.

Hon. W. C. Angwin (Honorary Mini-
ister: Did you not read the report re-
cently presented?

Mr. ALLEN: I read a report which
gave certain information, but not all the
information I require. There are motors
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in different parts of the State; I do not
know where they are located.

The Premier: No one else does; they
are moving about at times.

Mr. ALLEN: There must be some
,dcp~t which constitutes their head quar-
ters. I know, for iiistance, a number of
motor ears are being used for running out
from Busselton to the Caves. I might
bare added to the motion a requnest for
information as to the amount these motors
are earning, and the information as to
whether they are fully employed. At
the present time there is a general feeling
that when the Government are rapidly
building up a huge deficit, possibly 'we
might east around to see whether some
eononies; cannot be effected. This may
be one way in which some curtailment
might be made. I hardly expect there
will be ainy objection to supplying the in-
formnation, and therefore I -will content
myself -with moving the motion standing
in my name.

The PREMIER: (Hon. J. Seaddan):
One would have no objection to the
motion if it were felt that the hon. mem-
ber were really desirous of obtaining the
information, and was not merely asking
in a spirit of inquisiteness.

Hon. Frank Wilson: I do not think
you ought to charge him with that.

The PREMIER: Well that is my
opinion, and I am entitled to it. It canl-
not be a genuine request, because duiring
this very session the bon. member has
-been wade fully acquainted with practi-
cally all the information he now asks for,
and I explained on the Address-in-reply
the reasons whvy certain motor cars had
been iinrchased, and the manner in which
Ihey were being used. Now the hon.
member asks to be supplied with the same
pfarticulars again- If he will look Inl
Ilansard, No. 2, he will find the particu-
Ims now asked for, except that we did not

then state that the cars used by the 'Mines
Departmfenlt are located one, say, at Leon-
or. or M1ount Margaret, and two at Kal-
goorlie for the use of the inspectors. It
should be sufficient for the hon. member
to. know that these cars are kept fully
,employed by the departmental officers.

[641

The hon. member is wanting some infor-
mation, and perhaps it may be as well
if I gijve it to him. The few remarks lie
made gave evidence of the fact that he
wanted some information about the cars
termed -Ministerial Cars.

'Mr. Allen: I did not say so.
The PREMIER: He did not say so,

because he had not the courage to say so.
lHe is mnerely sitting behind this motion
and biding his intention. He wanted this
information, but not for himself.

Hon. Franik Wilson: I want to know
where the leader of the Opposition ls car
has got to.

The PREMIER: I forget the Last oc-
casion on which I allowed the leader of
the Opposition to use a ear, or I might
perhaps be able to tell him where it now
is. Let me explain that there is to-day
no car that can be termed, as previously,
a Ministerial car; no car specially at-
tached to file Premier's office or to the
office of any other Minister. They are
now hloused in. a Government garage
and are at the call of any die
partnientnl officer. subjeet to the ap-
proval of his Minister. The reason for
this is that we have a number of highly
paid officials who have frequently to go
into -the country, or to move about the
City and by the use of the cars these
highly paid officials are enabled to save
a great deal of valuable time. I call give
an instance that happened the other day.
I could have given a good many instances
had I gone to the trouble of looking them
up, but I did not consider the motion
-worthy of any considerable attention.

Mir. Allen : Thank you.
The PRIJJMIER ; Well, that is what

I mean. It is about the height of the
hon. member's political ambition to go
delving into those matters instead of giv-
ing attention to something more worthy.

Mr. Allen : It is rather hitting you
onl the raw, apparently.

The PREMIER : Not at all, do not
irny about that. The same ears are
being used to-day as were being used by
our predecessors.

Hon. Frank Wilson. : Only more of
themn.
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The PREMIER: No there are not.
The same cars are being used to-day,
but with this difference, that they are not
monopolised by 'Ministers of the Crown.

Hon. Frank Wilson : Members of tbe
Opposition used to monopolise'them when
1 was in power.-

The PREMIER: And members of the
Opposition would, no doubt, monopolise
them now if they were given the chance.
I do not desire to cast any reffection on
the leader of the Oposition, because when
he utilises a Ministerial car to-day I will
take the responsibility of approving of it.
If I used a car when I was leader of the
Opposition the hon. member, as Premier,
was responsible for it, and if he uses a
car to-day I am responsible for it. Pre-
viously these very same cars were known
as Ministerial ears, and were monopolised
by Ministers. That has ended. For in-
stance, the late Minister for Works pre-
viously had a car at his disposal. It was
for the purpose of allowing the Minister
to get about, and the Minister alone. The
ex-Premier bad two cars at his disposal
for moving about the country, and allow-
ine others to move about. To-day those
three cars are housed in a Government
garage for the use of the departmental
officers. Certain regulations regarding
the use of the cars were framed and ap-
proved by the Government; these have
been circulated throughout the de-
partnxents. So many demands have
we for these cars that we have
at times found it necessary to hire
extra ones, and have found it pay
us well to do so. We charge the individual
departments for the use of these cars,
and the rate is that charged on the hire
system, with a reduction if the cars have
to travel long distances. I may say that
under that this system the cars are pay-
ing their way. The instance to which I
was zoing to refer was this : The Com-
missioner for the South-West recently
had occasion to go into the country. He
had to travel 20 miles from the existing
railway system, and the whole distance
covered from Perth outwards and return
was 183 miles. He had the use of one of
these cars, and he went out of the City,
purchased a number of cows for the Agri-

cultural Department, and returned to the
City, all in one day; whereas, had he.
travelled by our train service, owing to
the time table, he would have occupied
one day short of a week. Does that re-
present a saving or a loss to the State?
Surely it will be recognised as a consider-
able saving. Take again our Inspector
of Engineering Surveys, Mr. Muir. If he
has to go out to inspect a survey at a dis-
tance he can, perhaps go, out by car and
return next day, instead of losing a whole
week, floes that not represent a saving
to the StateI That is how these cars are
being used to-day, so the lion, member
was looking for some information which,
apparently, he was not expecting to se-
cure.

Mr. Allen: I am very pleased. Give
us some more of the information.

The PREMIER: I do not desire to
give any more; yet, if the hon. member
requires any more, I am prepared to give
it. What does he mean by his observa-
tion? I have explained the position in
regard to these cars; moreover, the car
which, apparently, the hon. member had in
his mind is that which was secured for
the purpose of taking passengers from
]3usselton to the Caves. It is at present
in Perth. It was brought in for repairs.
We had been hiring ears for departmental
officers to move about the country--and
for Ministers also, for it is a saving to
the country and to the Minister as well,
because it would mean a considerable loss
of time if we were away from our offices
for days instead of a few hours. The
car referred to came to Perth for repairs,
and when it was repaired I ordered it to
remain here so that we might put another
car under repairs. It will remain here
until required again for Busselton and
the Caves. The springs of that cars were
damaged to the extent that it was ren-
dered dangerous for the carrying of heavy
loads such as they carry down there. The
ear was designed to carry seven passen-
gers, and I understand that very often
theyv have a load of 17 on it. Those
springs have been retempered at the Rail-
way Workshops, and will now carry as
much almost as those of a railway car-
riage. That is evidence of the fadt that
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the ears are being utilised to some ad-
vantage, and I hope the lion. member
will appreciate this. I am of opinion that
the State could not economise better than
providing more cars for departmental
officers who are wvasting a lot of time in
moving about the country. It is fre-
4uently necessary to send one of oar
Commissioners, who wvere engaged by the
previous Government at high salaries--

M r. S. Stubbs: And good men too.
The PREMI[ER: Yes indeed; I do not

know where there was ever a better choice
than thast of -Mr. O'Connor. Take, for
instance, Air. Moody. Sometimes he
might require five or six days in which to
journey to a place, deliver a lecture and
return; whereas, if he could go and re-
turn in a motor car in one day, he would
be able to do a large amount of valuable
work in the balance of the time. The use
of these cars is a saving, an undoubted
saving, and I challenge the hon. member
to show that the cars are not doing good
work.

Hon. FRANK WILSON (Sussex) : I
do not know that this innocent little
motion should have caused the Prcmier to
work himself into a state of warmth. It
seems to me a very simple matter, merely
asking for a return in regard to the motor
ears. It is information which should be
given to the House, and which the House
will naturally require when we are con-
sidering the Estimates.

Hon. W. C. Angwiu (Honorary Min-
ister) : You will get it then.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Why not
now?9

Air. Lander: You want to dig up some-
thing fresh.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: I would got
like to dig up some of the hon. member's
dead dogs. This information asked for
is an extension of that already given to
the House. I think the Premier might
reasonably supply this information, for
,certainly it will he wanted later on. I
agree with much that the Premier has
said. I believe in Ministers having motor
tans, in reason. I1 do not think that Min-
isters can be expected to get through their
work unless they have proper means of
conveyance. I do not think anyone sug-

gests any opposition to that. I know it
was absolutely necessary, when I filled
the office of Premier, that I should have
a motor car.

,)r. Taylor: It would be handy to hon.
members.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: So I can
believe, for I have noticed motor cars full
of members leaving the House.

The Premier: Spoils to the victors.
Hon. FRANK WILSON: I am simply

endorsing the lion. member's view that
these cars wvould be very bandy to lion.
members. At times I have been very glad
to appeal to the Premier for a car--

Mr. Taylor: They are too slow for
me; I drive past them.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: To appeal
for a car when I wish to meet the mail
boats and bring distinguished visitors to
the town. I believe I have had a ear on
three or four occasions, since I left office,
for that purpose and I think it is money
well spent. For any Minister or member
to bring strangers who are passing
through to the capital City is the best
advertisement the State can get. They go
away and say how well they were looked
after and talk about the Goverinnient
putting a motor car at their disposal and
the State gets a really good advertise-
ment.

The Premier: Do not press the point
too much, or we will want 50 motor cars
on each of the mail boats arriving.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: The im-
mediate circle of these people get to talk
about Western Australia and perhaps the
comparison is so great with that of the
treatment received in other parts of the
world that it makes a fine advertisement
for the State.

Mr. Allen: For the woads too.
Hon. FRANK WILSON: I would like

to see them put in order; perhaps the local
authorities are to blame. As far as I am
concerned, I believe in Ministers having
motor cars and I am also in favour of
giving the House and country every pos-
sible information with regard to them. I
do not think the Government wish to hide
anything.

Mr. Underwood: Are you in favour of
the Whip having a motor car?
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Hon. FRANK WILSON: Not that
Whip.

)[r. ALLEN (in reply) : I do not want
to delay the louse, but I regret exceed-
ingly that the question which, as the
leader of the Opposition said, is one ask-
ing for simple information to whichl have
a per-fect right, should have caused such
an unwarranted outburst from the Pre-
mer. Evidently he had something in his
mind, though what it was of course I do
not know. He suggested that I had some
ulterior motive and he reminds me of a
remark made by the Attorney General the
other night when he said that lie who ex-
cuses himself accuses himself. I never ac-
cused any Mtinister. I have been asked
for this information and as I had not it
at my disposal, I thought the best way
was to ask for it to be laid on the Table
so that members and the country might
have the advantage of it.

Air. Underwood: Had you forgotten
that it has been given?

Mr-. ALLEN: All the information I
want had not been given.

The Minister for Alines: You Liberals
think that a Labour member should not
be seen in a motor car.

Air. ALLEN: I do not think so.
The Minister for Mfines: We did not

po garbage gathering when we were in
Opposition.

Mr. ALLEN: I admit that motor cars
are a great saving. I use them in my
private business and I have nothing to
say against them being used by the Min-
ister.

Air. Underwood: What are you growl-
ing about?

Mfr. ALLEN: I am not growling; all
I say is that I am entitled to have the
information.

The Premier: I did not say you are
not entitled.

Mir. ALLEN: Then why not supply
it?

The Premier: I say you ought to be
supplied.

Mr. ALLEN: Then I am prepared to
receive it. The Premier might he taller
than I am in stature; bhut I do not think
he is bigger in other respects. I think I

amt entitled to the information arid should
have it.

Question lput and passed.

MIOTiON-CHAIRMAN OF COALMIT-
TEES' ROOM.

Air. UNDERWOOD (Pithara) moved-
That this House disapproves of the

House Committee's decision to hand over
the Members' room to the sole use of
the Chairman of Committees.

It was rather a matter for regret to him
in moving this motion that the House
Committee should so far have forgotten
the convenience of members as to allot the
only room in the House for the use of
members generally to the Chairman of
Committees.

Hon,. Thank Wilson: It is not one of
the party rooms.

Air. UNDERWOOD: It was the mem-
bers' room.

Hon. Prank Wilson: The general mem-
bers' room?

Afr. UNDERWOOD: That was so; it
was the only room available for members
of both sides.

Hon. Frank Wilson: I thought that
was done away with long since.

MAr. UNDERWOOD: The hon. member
evidently did not know everything.

Hon,. Prank Wilson: I have nevcr pro-
fessed to.

AMr. UNDERWOOD: In regard to his
question, the matter was brought before
the House Committee on the request of
the Chairman of Committees that a room
should be set aside for him in which to
do his work. He had made inquiries
from others who had occupied the posi-
tion of Chairman of Committees aid they
had informed him there was no work to
do except what was done in the House,
and that a room set aside particularly for
the Chairman of Committees would not
be used for the work of his office for one
hour a month or on one whole day a year.
Seeing we were cramped for rooms, it
was certainly a bad move to lock up one
of the rooms for 364 days in the year so
that one of the officers might use it for
time to the extent of one day in the year.
There might be other points worthy of
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consideration, and these included the ques-
tion of rooms generally. There was no
Government department in Western Aus-
tralia a11(1 perhaps not in the world where
the clerk., had one room each. There
were two excellent rooms, and two clerks
who were not pushed with work must have
a room each to do it in. The Chairman
of Committees found that he could not
do his work without a room, and the
Speaker required two rooms. If the
leader of the Opposition applied for a
room, he would he prepared to consider
the question.

aMr. S. Stubbs: Why not give him two?
Air. U'ND)ERWOOD: The leader of the

Opposition had ten dines the necessity
for a room that the Chairman of Com-
mittees had, and to lock uip a room for
a man who did not want it against those
who dlid want it was certainly not a
practice that the House should start.

Hon. Frank Wilson: I do not mind
sharing it with him.

Mr. Ileitmaun: Kilkenny cats.
Mr. UNDERWOOD: It was not his

intention or desire to say anything harsh,
but lie wanted to point out that we had
five rooms and four persons requiring
them, two clerks, the Speaker and the
Chairman of Committees. These four
persons required five rooms in which to
do their work, and their work was very
small indeed. On the other hand we had
six Ministers, and they had one room in
which to do their work, one room in
which to interview members, the general
public, and visitors. If there was any
need for a room to he locked up against
members of the House, the -Ministers were
the ones most entitled to it. He wanted
to know why the two clerks could not
work together, or why the Chairman of
Committees could not work with the
clerks. It seemed an extraordinary posi-
tion for a man to adopt that he could not
work iii a room because there was a9 clerk
in it, and it was more extraordlinary for
a clerk to say he could not work in tire
room where the assistant clerk was.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Does he assume
that ?

AMr. UNDERWOOD: Well, they had
the rooms, anyhow. If he wanted to see

'he Premier or any Minister he would

hrave to do it in the corridors or in the
strangers' room or sometimes out on the
green, but the Chairman of Committees
must have a room which he would never
use. He did not mind any man having a
roomt when hie absolutely wanted to use
it, but he did protest when wve had no
rooms to spare to setting one aside simply
to gratify the personal vanity of an offi-
cr. We had four persons occupying one
room, six Ministers pulling through with
one room, and 48 members of Parliamet
managing with two rooms. HEt asked time
House to thoroughly consider the ques-
tion, and to consider the convenience of
members. There were times when people
wished to see uts and we wanted to go
into a room where we could have a quiet
talk or consider a question put before
its. The only room we bad before the
House Committee came to lit was the
members' room; that was common to all
members; and it was not furnished.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Wliat do you pro-
pose?7

Mr. UNDERWOOD: That the Chair-
man of Committees should go without a
room as his predecessors had done. Since
lie had been, in the House there had been
in the office of Chairman of Commnittees.
Mr. Illing'vorth, Mr. Daglish. and Mr.
Taylor, and all had been fairly good
chairmen who had done their work as
well as we would expect it to be done in
future, and they had managed to get
through without locking up a room which
was required by members of the House.
If they could do without a room, most
emphatically the present Chairman should
lie asked to doa without one.

Hon. Frank Wilson : Had not you
better get on to the building?

AMr. UNDERWOOD : Presently lie
would, but in the meantime members
wanted a bit of comfort; at least we dlid
not want to lock up a room which was
of no use to the mair who locked it up
amid which would be useful to those who
were locked out. He believed the original
Chairman of Committees bad a room in
the Hansard or Press quarters. That
room was furnished with due regard lo
the dignity of the officer and his comfort,
but TMir. Illingworth had found it took
him too long to reach it and hie never

1801



1802 [ASSEMBLY.]

-went up to it and said he did not want it.
That furniture, including a roll-top desk,
was put into the assistant clerk's room.
Previous to that the assistant clerk pulled
through in the clerk's room. Now we
were going to set this general members'
room aside and lock it up against mem-
hems of the House, and spend £50 or £100
to furnish it again. A splendid carpet
was to he bought as well as new chairs
and everything of that description, and
a new roll-top desk, and he protested
against this decision. He had protested
to the House Committee and to the
Speaker and had been beaten, and he
now protested to the House to at least
protect the members and have some con-
sideration for their comfort and not allow
the room to be locked up when it would
be of no use to the Chairman of Coin-
mittees and would be an inconvenience to
members of the House.

M1r. SWAN (North Perth) seconded
the motion.

Mr. MNONGER, (York) : The leader of
the Opposition would pardon his endea.-
vouring to reply to the remarks of the
learned member for Pilbara. It was
understood the point raised was already
decided and settled by the House Comn-
nittee, which was the proper body to deal
with matters of this sort. As far as he
could remember, when the matter was dis-
cussed before the House Committee there
was practically a unanimous expression
of opinion that some room should be
allocated for the use of the Chairman
of Committees; and now, at the eleventh
hoar, we found the hon. member's objec-
tion in the shape of this motion. But the
hon. member always seemed to be at
variance with everything, even with his
own party. One could hardly think that
the hon. member had been instructed by
his leader to bring forward this motion.
Perhaps the Premier might have made
use of the hon. member as one of his
tools.

Mir. SPEAKER: Order!
The Premier: There is only one tool

in the House, and that is you.
Mr. SPEAKER: Both hon. members

must withdraw.
Mr. 'MONGER: I withdraw.

The Premier: I withdraw.
Mr. SPEAKER: The Premier will

stand up and withdraw.
The Premier (rising) : I withdraw.
Mr. MONGER: What was meant was

that the House Committee discussed the
matter.

The Minister for Mines: floes all the
wisdom lie with the House Committee?

M1r. M1ONGER: The bulk of it. There
might have been a little opposition from
the hon. member at the meeting of the
House Committee, but the other mem-
hers of the committee were unanimous in.
paying that respect to the position of the
Chairman of Committees which was due
to it, granting him the use of a room
that he might arrange his husiness pro-
cedure as he thought fit. Why a motion
like this was foisted on the House, unless
it wvas the desire to do something unpleas-
ant to the Chairman of Committees, one
could not understand.

The PREMIER (Hon. J. Seaddan):
By way of explanation and in denial of
the statement of the member for York, he
wished to say that he had no knowledge
of the action of the House Committee or
of the intention of the member for P11-
bara to submit the motion until the hon.
member gave notice of it by reading it
to the House. Nor had any member of
the Government discussed the matter in
any way with the member for Pilbara.
Ministers had no complaint in regard to
the accommodation provided for them in
the House, and the matter dealt with in
the motion was one for members to dis-
cuss and not Ministers.

Mr. TAYLOR (Mfount Margaret):
Though not present at the meeting of
the House Committee which decided
that the Chairmani of Committees
should have a room, he was in-
formed by the secretary to the House
Committee that the application for a
room had been dealt with by the com-
mittee and that the committee had de-
cided that the Chairman of Committees
should have a room; and he had told the
secretary that be was very pleased, and
that bad he, as a member of the com-
mittee, been present at the meeting lie
would have supported the application.
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The necessary3 furniture, it was under-
stood, had already been put in the room.
Speaking with some authority, by reason
of having filled the position of Chairman
of Committees for a period, he claimed
there was necessity for the Chairman of
Committees to have a room where he could
go through the work done by Parliament
on. the previous night.

Air. Tfuderwood: What does he do?

Mr. TAYLOR: The Chairman of Com-
mittees, before signing a certificate that
the fair print of a Bill was the Bill as
agreed to in Committee, had to go through
the Bill and check it to see that the
amendments were in their proper
positions, and should have a place
where that work could be done. As a
member of the House Committee he (Mr.
Taylor) had always recognised there was
necessity for more accommodation for
members, and he was instrumental in
getting the House Committee to make ap-
plication to the Government for the ex-
penditure of £15,000 on completing the
Assembly end of the building. The Gov-
ernment had placed that sum on the Es-
timates and the vote was passed, but un-
fortunately the work was not started and
the vote lapsed. He had urged the then
Minister for Works (Mr. Daglish) to
make a start on the building previous to
last session, but Mr. Daglish did not
agree that the work should go on. There
was every need for further accommoda-
tion to meet the requirements of members
and Ministers. If anyone wished to in-
terview a member or a Minister the inter-
view must take place in the corridor or
in the strangers' room, and the strangers'
room was usually occupied by half a
dozen people. That night he had intro-
duced a constituent to the Minister for
Mines. The constituent desired to see the
Minister in connection with the develop-
ment of certain property, but the inter-
view had to take place in the corridor
where people were walking backwards
and forwards. That Was not a proper
situation. A building that cost so much
as Parliament House should at -least give
more convenience than that. The fact
was broughbt home very strongly through
the arguments raised by the member for

Pilbara The House Committee were per-
fectly justified in dealing with the applica-
tion by the Chairman of Committees for
a room in the manner they did, though the
allocation of the actual room allotted
might not have been so satisfactory.
Whether members could do without that
room or not was another question, but
certainly the Chairman of Committees
should have a room, and it was the only
room available. The room formerly avail-
able for the Chairman of Committees was
now occupied by the staff of the West
Australian newspaper, and there was an-
other room formerly allotted to one of the
newspapers when there were two morning
papers in Perth. That was one of the'
rooms along the balcony where the Han-
sard staff had their rooms, but those
roomns in which the Haosard staff worked
were undoubitedly very uncomfortable. It
was a disgrace to Parliament to house its
officers in such rooms. Members should
go through the rooms in the cold of
winter and then in the hot summer
months, and see what room the Hansard
staff, typists and reporters, were housed
in. These rooms were a disgrace. Mem-
bers talked about sweating men and de-
clared that there should be an inspection
of certain shops and factories, but let the
inspectors investigate the rooms that were
occupied by the Hansard staff, and he was
confident that they would be condemned.
The rooms were available for hon. mem-
bers to inspect if they wanted to do so.
One of these rooms, which was occupied
now by one portion of the Mansard staff,
had only recently been taken over; it was
a room which was originally set apart for
the members of the Mtorning Herald
staff, but it was never occupied. There
were no possible chances of the Chairman
of Committees getting any room other
than the room which he had been given,
or some of those adjacent to it, or the
room which he had mentioned and which
was now in the possession of the Man-
sard staff. So far as elaborate furniture
was concerned, he had not inspected the
room, but he did not think it was going to
be furnished as elaborately as the hon.
member bad pointed out, but if it was
elaborately furnished he ventured to say
that that elaborate furniture had not been
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asked for, nor had it been desired by the
Chairman of Committees. All that gen-
tleman required was a room in which he
could do his work and that was what he
"'as entitled to. In fact lie wvas (lie only
Chairnian of Committees iii any of tile
Australian Parliamen ts who was without
a roomi to work in. With regard to the
motion, and the manner in which it had
come before the Chamber, the honl. mem-
her who had submitted it was a member
of the House Committee, and it was
gathered from his statement that he was
present at the meeting that decided that
the Chairman's application should be
granted. The holl. member had pointed
out [hat he was opposed to the request
and that lie was defeated, but not being
satisfied lie declared that lie protested to
31 r. Speaker and requested him to v-etc
the decision of the Joint House Commit-
tee. Mr. Speaker was not ii, thle position
to do that. The Joint House Committee
controlled all the affairs that were set
out for them to attend to. There were
five members from each House onl this
committee; Mr. Speaker and four others
from the Assembly, alid the President and
four others from thle Council. The Houses
delegated their powers to the House
Committee and if they were not satisfied
with what that committee were doing
there. was 9 duty that could be perfornmed
and that was to dismiss them and ap-
point others who would carry out their
wishes. Personally, if he had failed to
carry out [lie wishes of the House, then
he would be prepared to resign, but he
was not prepared to allow the House to
discuss a question whbich the committee
had had before it and had decided. He
was not present at that particular meet-
ing of the committee, but if he had been
there lie would have supported thle re-
quest made by the Chairman of Commit-
tees, and now it would be improper for
the House to veto whalt had been done.
The Committee had made a great many
alterations so far as the convenience of
members was concerned, with the rooms
available, and the material at hand, and
it was unwise now, and not only unwise
but it was in b~ad form and bad taste for
a member of the committee, who sat at

tile table wvith that committee, and was
present during the transaction of the
business, on finding that a certain thing-
had been carried against hint to then
pursue the matter outside by appealing
to Mr. Speaker and then bringing it lbe-
fore the notice of Parliament. If mena-
hers of committees were not loyal to each
other, what sort of committees would
there be? Bringing this motion forward
did not fill the bill and he hoped the hon.
member for Pilbalra would see the wisdomn
of withdrawing it. He (Mr. Taylor) wa,
in accord with the action of the House
Committee and also in accord with the
desire of the hall. member who occupied
the position of Chiairman of Committees
to have a room in which to do his work,
and it was satisfactory to know that the
House Committee had granted him a
room. The House now should suppor-t
the action of the House Committee.
There was great necessity for completing
this building, and doing away with all the
bickering that was occasionally taking
place. The room in question was not so
very frequ ently used, perhaps because it
was poorly furnished.

Mr. Holman: The furniture in it to-
dany is exactly the same as that which haes
always been there.

Mr. TAYLOR: The fact remained that
the action of thle member for Pilbara in
bringing the matter before the House was
deplorable, and before resuming his seat
he would merely add that the House had
appointed him to act onl the committee
and while he was there lie would do his
duty, and if what he did did not satisfy
the Houses members knew what to do.

Mr. SW %AN (North Perth) : Notwith-
standing the righteous indignation of the
member for Mount Margaret, and the fact
that hie considered that the action of the
member for Pilbara was in had taste it
wvas his intention to support that action
and to say that hie was entirely in accord
with the motion the hon. member had
moved. Personally he had no feelings in
the matter, but whilst the Chairman of
Committees might require more accom-
modation than he had, every other mem-
ber also required more accommodation
.and the member who set abou~t taking
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away the one room that was available for
members genernilY had n poor sense of
proportion.

I-lou. Frank Wilson: WVhat do you
wvant lo use it for!

Mr. SWAN: Hfad the leader of the
Oppomsition never used the room!

Hion. Frank Wilson: No.
Mr. SWAN: Because the bon. mnember

had been very fortunate until recently in
having had the opportunity of using the
Premier's roomn. The member for Mount
IMargaret seemed to think that the mem-
her for Pilbara. had done an outrageous
thing, hut lie (Mr. Swan) intended to
support thie motion.

Mr. Taylor: If you had been a mem-
her of the House Committee and had been
defeated wouild 'von have brought the
matter forward?

Mr. SWAN: l'ossiblvy. The lion. in-
her for Mount Margaret remarked that it
was disloyal on the piart of a member of
the House Committee to take such a
course, and according to some mnembers
who had spoken the House was not en-
titled to question the doings of the House
Committee; eveni supposing ille carrying
of the motion enided -ii a disaster of thie
description given by the membher for
ItN011t Alargaret, lie (31r. Swan) would
lie quite prepared to take the responsi-
bility of voting for it. It was about up
to the Government to consider the ad-
visability of providing decent accommno-
dation for everyone. The Chairman of
Committees should have a room for his
own use, but when we came to consider
that the two clerks had] a room each, that
the Premier had his room, and now the
Chairman of Cominitees was to hav e one,
all the other memibers would be left with-
out a room to use as a party roomn. The
whole thing was a little bit out of pro-
p~ortion. With regard to the Housa Com-
mittee, there seemed to be a lot of mock
dig-nity about its position. 'Members had
th~e right to express their opinions one
way or the other concerning the doings
of this committee amid he expressed hiis
disaLpproval of their action on this occa-
sion. It was imot his intention to allow the
tail to wag the dog, and it was about due
to the members. of the Assembly to speak
their minds, on matters which were under

the control of the House Committee. He
hadl no hesitation in supporting the
motion; not that hie desired to hurt the
feelings of the Chairman of Committees,
but because lie thought the committee
respionsible for the taking, of the room
hand shown a, disregard to the members.

Mr. GILL (Lecrierville) : There was no,
objection to the Chairman of Committees
having a room to himself. The point
was that we objected to hianding- over the
only members' roomn we had. Despite the
pro test from the members for York and
for Mtount Vargaret, lie hield it was. a little,
presuniptuous on the part of the House
Committee to have taken away the room
from lion. members. There was now no
room available for any member who
wishedi to overhaul a Bill or transact any
business.

H-on. Frank Wilson : There is the
library.

M~r. GILL: The library was, not a suit-
able substitute for the members' room.
The House Committee bad no right to,
take awa 'y that room for any purpose-
whatever. T1hlere were other rooms which
could lie made avaioble to the Chairman
of -ComimiltLees

l ion. ]"IANRK W ILSON (Sussex) -: The
inenmber fr Mount Margresto fr

congi-atuimltion on his heroic defence of.C
the action or the House Committee. It
was as though the lhon. member halbeen
leaLding a forlorn hope across the deserts
of Queenlsland When hie rose in his placer
with flashing eye and defiant mien, and
protested again~st thme action of the memr-
ber for Pilbara who had (lured to bring-
a tnooii contrary to the decision of a
majority 'VOf thme House Committee. It
was a wonder the lion. member in his
defiant attitude had not remembered those
welil-worn lines-

Come the three corners of the Assembly-
armed,

And I shall shock theni;
Naughit shall make mne ruie
If the House Committee to itself do

stand but true.
And all this about a roomn which was to
Ie furnished, it was understood, some-
what luxuriously, for the Chairman of
Committees. One would have thought it
would be conceded that the Chairman of
Committees was entitled to some aecom-
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modation for the purpose of carrying out
his responsible duies. Certainly it was
a scandal that the leader of the Opposi-
tion had been without this accommodation
all these years. He was not aware of any
other Parliament in the Comnmonwealth
where the leader of the Opposition was
left to transact his business in the cor-
ridors, and in this respect he would sup-
port the member for 'Mount Mfargaqret in
his protest against the action of the
member for Pilbara. Indeed he would
go a little further, although he did not
-wish to force the point home in the
strenuous manner of his hon. friend, and
say that it looked as though it was con-
trary to true Labour principles when one
member of a caucus like the House Com-
mittee dared to come here and openly
defy the decision of the majority.

The Minister for Mines: There is no
solidarity, is there?

Hon. FRANK WILSON: No, it was
blacklegging; and then, not content with
that, the member for Mount Margaret,
flashing defiance, was going to resig&n, and
the member for York was going to follow
suit. Two heroes were absolutely defying
the -whole Assembly, and were going to
resign. It was a wonder they did not
go into conference. Presumably they
would be picketing the room tinder notice,
and if anybody dared to go into it in
future he Would be marked and branded
as a blacklcg. In January, 1911, he
(Hon. Frank Wilson) had provided suffi-
cient money on the Estimates to put uip
another wing to the building, and to fur-
nish necessary accommodation for Minis-
ters, Chairman of Committees and mem-
bers. Unfortunately, within six months
of that time he had left for the old
country, and on returning to the State in
the following August had experienced
surprise in finding that no, contract bad
been let for the work.

M1r. Taylor: The then Minister for
Works was not in sympathy with it, and
would not put the work in hand.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: It was re-
grettable that the contract had not been
let. However, it had scarely been within
his power to carry out the work, because
immediately on returning to the State he
had entered upon a disastrous campaign,

and so had very little time to give atten-
tion to this work. Unfortunately the elee -
tors at that time made a huge blunder and
turned him out of office, with the result
that hon. members were deprived of the
accommodation which otherwise would
have been theirs. The Chairman of Com-
mittees was fully entitled to the accom-
modation which the House Committee had
provided by taking away the members'
room. So far as members on the Opposi-
tion side were concerned, they were pre-
pared to let the Chirman of Committees
have that room, even though they would
have to put up with a little inconvenience
until the present building was enlarged.
The library was a very large room in
which but little conversation took place.
It 'was embellished with numerous writing
desks and comfortable recesses which
could be utilised by any member who
wished to study measures for the welfare
of a long-sufering people. Then we had
certain reading and writing rooms in the
much maligned temporary structure
chiefly occupied by the Hansard staff.
He was sorry his successors had not seen
their way to calling for tenders for the
proposed additions.

Mr. Thomas : What will it cost?
Hon. FRANLK ILSON :The esti-

mated cost was approximately £E15.OOO,
and the money had been voted.

The Minister for Works: The vote
lapsed during your term of office.

lon. FRANK WILSON N 'o, that was
not correct, for supply had been taken
for four muonths into the new year before
he left for England, and that covered
sufficient money to carry out the work.

Mr. Taylor: I urged the then Min-
ister for Works to start the job, and so
did the Chairman of the House Com-
mit tee, but the Minister was not in sym-
pathy With it.

The Minister for Works : The vote
lapsed in June, the end of the financial
year, 1911.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: That was
not so. There was no earthly reason
'whx- the contract should not have been
let. His successors could have done it,
for even if the vote had lapsed the work
had been approved by Parliament.
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The Premier :The provision was made
on the Estimates of 1910-n-.

The Minister for Mines ;That is so,
I knewv I was correct.

Hon. FRANK WILSON : The con-
tention had been that the money was
provided in the four months additional
supply secured, which had carried hon.
members on until after the general elec-
tions.

The Minister for Mtines :Whit were
you denying a moment ago?

Hon. FRANK WILSON : What was
the hon. member stating?

The Premier :Your statement was
not correct.

Hon. FRANK WILSON; The vote
did not lapse.

The Miinister for Works :I say the
vote did lapse.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Nonsense.
Mr. SPEAXER: Order!
The Minister for Mines :It lapsed

anyway.
Mr. SPEAKER : Ron. members had

been called to order several times, but the
Ch air had been disregarded. The Minister
for Mines would have an opportunity
of speaking later on, and the leader of the
Opposition could not be allowed to con-
tinue in that way, because the discussion
was altogether irrelevant to the motion,
He hoped hon. members would discon-
tizne the controversy across the Chamber
and get back to the motion.

Hon. FRANK WILSON : It was re-
grettable if the Speaker did not think
the debate relevant to the motion. One
would have thought that the question
of accommodation -was covered by the
motion almost in its entirety, and that
to discuss the action or want of action
on the part of the Government in regard
to the provision of increased aceonimo-
de,'ion in Parliament House was directly
applicable to the question under con-
sideration.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The motion
was that the House disapproved of the
decision of the House Committee to band
over the members' room for the sole use
of the Chairman of Committees. He had
allowed a discussion in respect of the
accommodation because it might assist

members to arrive at a conclusion, but the
discussion was not relevant to the mo-
tion.

Hon. FRANK WILSON : The reason
why the motion suggested that membees
should disapprove of the House Com-
mittee 's decision was because of the lack
of aecomodation.

Mr. SPEARER: That is not stated
in the mot-ion.

Hon. FRANR WILSON : Hon. mem-
bers had stated that 4they wanted this
room for their own use, and was it not
in order to discuss whether the room
could be dispensed with?

Mr. SPEAKER : If the leader of the
Opposition was con flned to the actual
motion be would be restricted to the one
question as to whether the House Com-
mittee were justified in giving the Chair-
man of Committees that particular room.
He had allowed discussion beyond that
point in the hope that it might help the
House to arrive at a conclusion. His
objection to the continuance of the dis-
cussion was that members had engaged in
a controversy across the Chamber, which,
if allowed to continue might give rise
to disorder. He had no objection to the
disc ussion being continued if it was not
carried beyond bounds.

Hon. FRANK WILSON : Membe-s.
on both sides of the House could well
agree to forego this particular room in
order that the Chairman of Committees
might have accommodation. There were
other rooms which could be utilised by
members. There wvere the Opposition
room and the Ministerial room, and in the'
circumnstances he failed to see why it was
necessary to have a third room. He was
quite with hon. members who wished to,
have other rooms for special purposes,
but there were other rooms, in addition
to a considerable amount of accommoda-
tion in the corridors, and, ternporriy,
at any rate, until the new addition was
made, for which he hoped the Premier
wvould call tenders immediately-

The Premier: T can assure you we do'
net propose to do anything of the kind.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: The House
had now obtained from the Premier a
direct statement, and if some hon. mem-
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her would table a motion of censure on
the Oovemnment and say that the addi-
lions were necessary, it would he carried
by an overwhelming majority. The Pre-
mier required more room for his own col-
leagues. On niny occasions when (lie
Ile Gwovernment were in office 'Ministers
hird to in~terview persons in the corridors,
ad to-day the same tling obtained. The

elerks ought to he allowed to retain their
rooms, hut always in the past, and no
*loubt it was the same now. 'Ministers had
brcen able to transact their business in
those rooms.

Mr. Underwood: So can the Chairman
of Committees.

Hon. FRANK WiLSO'N: The Chair-
mnan of Committees needed a room almost
as much as any officer of the House. That
oflicer had to do a lot of reading of a
laIborious chara-cter; hie had to go throu1.gh
meansoucs, mrake altecrations and certify as
to their accuracy, and he could not (10
that in a borrowed room as well and] as
conveniently a., lie could do it in his own
room. At any rate, members would be
aill of the one opinion that more accom-
niodation was necessary. For his own
part, hie claimed that some provision
should be made for the leader of the Op-
position. In every Parliamnent of Aus-
tralia the leader of the Opposition had
his own room, and in some Parliaments
a secretary was provided] for him in order
that he might get through his public
business. He could assure members that
half his time in his own private office was
taken up in interviewing people on pub-
lie 'business, and half the time of his
typist was occupied in attending to poli-
tical correspondence. That ought not to
he so; the leader of the Opposition
should hare a secretary.

Thle Premier: Who would have the
appointment of the seectary?

Ron. FR1AXK WVILSO'N: It could be
mnade a permanent appointment.

The Premier: Could we have the ap)-
pointmnent and make him a good Labour-
ile?

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Tile person
appciiited would soon he converted into
a good Liberal; at any rate, it would be

worth taking the risk if thie Premier would
make the appointment.

The Premier: Honestly, I think it is
worth considering, all the same.

Honi. FRANK WILSON: The member
for Pilbara ought to be a i rue unionist
and not hinleg on his own Committee.
IHe hoped thie lionu. member would with-
draw the mfot ion.

Mr. SIYAIW? R: It was not comupetent
for the Speaker to address the House
even though hie was a member of the
House Committee, but, with the indul-
gence of the Houise, lie might make a
statement.

ILon. Frank Wilson: rTle Housie will
permit: you, Sir, I hope.

Mr. 'SPEAIKER11: It was his desire to

make a statement to the House giving
his own opinion of the application made
by the Chairman of Comnmittees for a
rOn. From experience gained by his
visits tom the Eastern States he knew that
without exception every officer of the
House had his own room, and that ap-
plied also to the leader of the Opposition.
In the Federal Parliament the Chairman
of Committees had his room, and iii every
State Parliament thie same position ex-
isted. Only one room was provided for
members iii the Federal House, but there
were one or two other rooms, such as
could be found in this Parliament House.
There were tlie dining room, the Labour
party's room, where Ministerial members
congregated and did their work, and the
Opposition room where Opposition mem-
b~ers met to transact their business. The
samne thing obtained in the Parlianict
Houses of New South Walles atnd South
Austrlia. So far as this Parliament
House was concerned. when Mr. Bath
was Chairuan of Committees, he had a
room set apart for his uise. Later onl that
i-ooll wasi occupied by Air. Ihiugwortb,
but, owing to alterations made by the
Houise Committee in order to provide ae-
commodation for the Press, the Chair-
mail of Committees was deprived of his
room. That officer had not been given
a room since, hut when the appli-
cation was made on this occasion he
(Mr. Speaker) was satisfied that in keep-
ing- with every precedent, (lie Chairman
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of Committees was entitled to a room;
ecor'ling-ly hie supported the application

when it went before the House Commit-
tee. During the eight years he hand been
a member of the House there had been
the same number of members and the
same amount of accommodation. During
that time be had had as much work to do
as any other member of the House, and
from his experience on vecry rare oc-
casions was the room occupied which had
now been given to the Chairman of Comn-
ruittees. For his own part lie had never
had occasion to use that room, nor, hie
thought, had nmany other members. There
wvas another spare room which was somne-
times used by select committees, but select
committees were ra rely' appibnted. There
had been one this session, none last ses-
sion, and it wvit. improbable tht thIIe
would be another this year. That room
wa's only occu pied when a select commit-
tee was sitting; at other times it could be
used by members, and it had been so used
at all times. There were in the building
several other rooms for writing, anad those
had been ritilised without complaint dur-
ing the last eight years. Sonic reference
had been made to the expenditure incurred
in furnishing the room set apart for the
Chairman of Committees, and the member
for Pilbara had stated that; the expense
would be from £50 to £100, but he could
inform the House on the best authority
that the expense would not amount to
more than 72.5, which would provide for
a desk and a few chairs.

The Premier: There is a spare desk
on the premises now.

2tNr. Underwood: There are two spare
desks.

Mr. SP3EAKER: Attention had been
ea 'led to the fact that the Ministers had
no0 room1. That was very unfortunate.
lbut. he had alwayvs allowed Ministers to
use his room, and he had also extended
the same courtesyv to the leader of the
Opposition. At the same time. Ministers
had their own offices in their departments,
and as they were only in the building
when thme House wvas sitting they had not
the sanme need for a room as had other
members.

Mr. Underwood : Is the thai rmni of
Committees here when the House is not
sitting'?

Mr. SPEAKEH Without reflecting
on any pre'ious Chairman of Committees
hie wished to say that the present Chair-
man of CoinIn il cs carried oiut his (lit ies
in a vet v able aid painstaking manner.

The Iiimister for Mines: Thant has no-
thing- to do withI the matter.

Mr. SPEAKER3: Not since the time
thnat Mr. ('ham'les Elarlier occupied. the
position haid tiny 'Chairmuan of ('ornit-
tees given greater attention to his duties
than had Nir. Holman.

The Minister of Mies: That is a re-
lcetion on other Chairmen.

Mr. SPEAKER: There was no desire
on~ his part to reflect on other Chairmen.

The Minister for 31ines : You are
doing- it. You are entering into the de-
bate and you must take interjections.

Air. SPEAKER : The opportunity had
been, afforded him of seeing the work
of the present Chairman of Committees,
and lie coulId say that every clause which
was amuendcel and every clause which was
passed in every' Bill brought before the
House wvas approved of and supervised
by the Chairman of Committees.

'rThe Mlinister for Mines : You do not
know t hat others did not do it.

Mrit. SPRAKER : That system had not
been, followed for years past; of that lie
was sure.* The present Chairman of Com-
mittees carried out his work in a pains-
taking fashion, aud his work was entitled
to some consideration in the House. Apart
from the motion, there was some neces-
sity for better accommodation in every
respect. He agreed with the members
wvho had spoken that there was not suffi-
cient accommodation, and what thle House
might set its mind to was to deterin e
not whether thle ChIairmnan of Committees
was entitled to a room, but whether the
time had tot arrived when some decent
accommodation should be given ito all
members of tine House. Thait wag a sub]-
ject which might he discussed, and a
motion to that effect would have his
heart ,- approval.

Mr. FOLEY (Mount Leonora) : After-
hearing other speakers it was his juten-
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tion to support the motion. He did so
not because be had anything against the
Chairman of Committees and not because
that gentleman did not do good work. The
arguments of the Speaker had convinced
him more than those of other speakers
that the room was necessary for members.
The Speaker had said the Chairmian of
Committees had done excellent work.
Not one member had denied that. Mr.
Holmnan had done good work and every-
thing the House had asked of him,
and haul done it without a room bein~g
placed at his disposal. Hlis experience
had led hint to believe that the Chairman
of Committees could do his work without
putting in a great deal of time in the
House, and that was one good argument
why members should still retain this
room. Members who had spoken had re-
ferred to the fact that the Opposition
had one room and the Ministerialists an-
other. No doribt there was a need
for this room; it filled a need when
members wished to converse gener-
ally on any subject. The room was;
also a convenience if during the da *y a
member brought a friend to the House
and desired to converse with him pri-
vately. It has been said that there was
a Commuiittee room. He thought it
would be wvise to still retain
that room for the select committees.
In giving the members' room to the
Chairman of Committees, he thought
the House would not be doing right, and
that the action of the House Com ittee
should not be upheld. Much had been
said about the action of the House Com-
mittee and whether it should be subject
to review by the House as a whole. As
long as he was a member of the House
any action of the House Committee would
be subject to that revision if his opinion
led him to criticise it, and no member
should baulk discussion in any way. He
should allow the fullest criticism in this
respect. Alter all we represented the
people and we had put the Committee in
its present position to conduct the busi-
ness of the House, and if the people were
not to have the last word in the conduct
of that business, it was time to consider
some other means of dealing with domes-

tic affairs of the House. He trusted the
good sense of the house would lead the
majority to vote for the motion. If there
was a need for a room to be set apart
for the Chairman, he trusted some other
room would be found, as it was most in-
advisable to give the Chairman of Com-
mittees the members' room as the House
Committee had done.

Mr. S. STUBBS (Wagin): The motion
wvould have his support, not that he had
the slightest intention of casting reflee-
tion upon the members of the House Coin-
mittee, who in his opinion, were capable
to manage the affairs of this House, but
it was patent to every member that the
aceommodnition wasinsufficiet. One only
had to go to the Houses of Parliament in
the Eastern States to realise how much
belier accommodation wvas provided for
members there. He was sorry to hear
the Premier say that the Government
had no intention of providing more ac-
commodation for the members of the staff
nected with Parliament.

Mr. Foley: You would say the money
was required for agricultural railways.

Air. S. STUBBS: The hon. member
while speaking- had not been interrupted
by him.

Mr. Foley: You were at liberty to do
SO.

Vir. S. STUIBBS: If Mr. Foley would
take the trouble to look through the rooms
provided for the Hansard reporters he
would agree that the time had arrived
when better accomm odation than that
now available should be provided. Con-
sidering the number of members of the
House, the accommodation was insuffi-
cient. HEt failed to see the necessity for
having two separate mooms for the clerks.
Why should not one of those rooms be
used by the Chairman of Committees? He
agreed that the Chairman of Committees
had a perfect right to have a room to
himself, but to take one of the limited
number of rooms available for the general
rank and ifie of members was a mistake.
He hoped the Premier would see his way
clear even yet to spend some money to
make better accommodation available not
only for members but for the staff.
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Ifr. MVNSIE (lanuans): The motion
would receive his support. He was
greatly surprised to hear such a number
of members say that the room which had
been granted by the House Committee to
the Chairman of Committees was very
rarely used. He was perfectly satisfied
that the members who had made that
statement very rarely visited the House
except while it was sitting. His ex-
perience had been that no room was;
used so frequently as the members' room.
He had nothing to say against the Chair-
man of Committees having a room of his
own, but the room which bad been al-
lotted to him would he inconvenient and
unsuitable for the purpose. Therefore
he did not intend to support the motion.
He believed the room was absolutely ne-
cessary for the private members of the
House. It was used more than any other
room for the purpose of answering cor-
respondence.

Mr. HOLMAN (Murchison): It was
regrettable to him that the work he had
to do had caused such a sensation because
when he made the request, he had done
so for the purpose of having a place
where he could keel) his papers and do
the business which wvas of such import-
ance to the country to the best of his
ability. So long as ho filled the position
of Chairman of Committees, he had en-
deavonred to do it impartially and to do
justice to the office, and he did not think
any member could say he had failed in
that duty.

Ron. Frank Wilson: You failed to
go to caucurs first.

Mr. HOLMAN: There had been an
experience in the past at the end of a
session when the statutes were printed
that some of the amendments carried by
the House bad not appeared in the Acts.
The mover of the motion had said there
was no work outside the Chamber for the
Chairman of Committees to do, and fol-
lowing that remark -,%J. Gill had asked
where a member should go when he came
to the House to look for a Bill. The
Chairman of Committees had to read
through every Hill that was printed, and
through every amendment and see that
they were in order. He had to see that

every amendment was entered correctly,
and that when the print was brought
down that every addition had been made
to the Bill. In connection with the Ar-
bitration Bill about 100 amendments had
been, moved, and about 50 or 60 amend-
ments had been made to the measure.
Every one of those bad to he reprinted
and drafted, and every amendment moved
since he had been Chairman of Commit-
tees was recorded on his file. When the
new Bills wvere printed every one of those
had to be read through and in reading
proofs great care had to be exercised. The
Chairmaan had to see that every record
was absolutely correct, and that the de-
sire of the House was set forth in the
measure as adopted. When it was first
suggested thait lie should take the position
of Chairman of Committees he had not
desired to do so, and had declined, bunt
at the request of his colleagues he had
agreed to take it for twelve months. He
considered that a room wvas necessary, be-
cause wvhen a man was called upon to do
certain wvork he should have the necessary
conveniences. On many occasions the
duties of the Chairman of Committees
were just as high as those of the Speaker,
because there was detail in Committee
which did not come before the House
itself. Very often most important ques-
tions were brought forward or amend-
ments sprung on the Chairman at a
moment's notice, and the Chairman had
to be in a position to know exactly what
was night or wrong. He did not consider
it right to sit in the Chamber to deal with
these matters, or to usurp another man's
room, or to sit in the corridor, or in the
lavatory, to do the work he was called
upon to do. When making'his request he
asked for no special room, so long as he
got one where he could study his work in
private and that could only be in a room
where his records could be kept; it could
not be done where people could disturb
him. Towards the middle of the session
the Chairman of Committees was com-
pelted to remain in the Chair for very
long hours, sometimes all night and
through the next day, and it was not
right to ask any man, when a Deputy
Chairman was in the Chair, to take his
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rest in the corridor. He should have
somewhere where hie could rest 1properly
while the business was being carried on
by thle Deputy Chairman. He had no de-
sire to provide a luxurious room for him-
self, lie merely asked for a room in which
lie could do his work; and if his position
was not. considered worthy of having that
convenienee granted, hie did not desire to
hold] it. It was said the room allotted to
him was uised a great deal by members. It
wa'; used vecry rarely by mnembers. He
would not state what it wvas mostly used
for, bitt lie had no desire to deprive any
mnember of any convenience or accomnio-
dation. As one of those deputed to allot
the roomts when thle present building was
flir.t oceuplied in 1004, lie could say that
spet-ial care wvas taken that the Chairman
of Committees should have a room to
himself and that thle convenience of mnean-
hers was studied as far as the limited
accommodation would allow. 'Where the
convenience of members was concerned
no one was more prepared to give way'
than himself; even his political opponents
would admit it ; bilt so long as lie held
the position of Chairman of Commulittees
lie considered it was right lo Carry ot
his duties prop)erl~v, and in order to do
that lie mutst have a private room where
lie could see that everything was done
correctly. This was the 'request lie made
through the Speaker-

T would respectfull 'y request you to
bring before the House Committee the
necessit -y of placing a r'oom at nmy dis-
posal. so that I will have anl oplior-
tanmt 'voi properly Cearrying out the
tdnt ics aptpertainn to 'he ptn-sitinn I
hold. At prese nt there is no pla3ce
where I 6otn undertake nir work in
liriv-a-e. This is a serious disadvantagae.
It is necessary that every attention be
griven the various Bills and tlie amiend-
merits thereto. J tiud this diflicult tin-
tier piesetnt conditions. and trust Ihat
file convenience asked for will be,
granted imnmediately. Thauiking you in
anticipa tioii.

It was a fair request and iio wrong con-
s ruetion could be placd on his artion.
'When lie learned of thle room the House
Committee allotted lie had told the seere-

tary of the House committee that hie had
11o desiro to take thle roorn away fromn any
micmber who wvishied to use it and that he
pieferred to lint upI with any inconveni-
ence before he would inconvenience any

niher desiring to use thie room. He re-
gretted that his request should cause any
memaber to make the remark the member
for Pilbara made itt moving the motion,
becaulse no0 action of his tad given occa-
sion for such ai remark. He always fought
questions openly and fearlessly and al-
wvays endeavotited to refrain from doing
or saying any thinlg Uiifair and uncalled
for, lie than1ked lhon, mnembers for their
('Np ressions concerning him dttritlig thle
cow11g ~cOf tile debate, and hie regretted
Ilhat thle House Committee tad had the re-
niarks brought upon them during the de-
hate simply because hie had requested thle
conivenlience of a private room, which the
position of Chairman of Committees jus-
tified. If those members who had passed
certain remarks duriiig the course Of tile
debate wished to use the room they were
quite wvelcome to it. and lie sincerely
trusted that they would make the best use
of it they possibly could.

Mr. TI-102AS (Bunhiury) : If it was
possible to provide the Chairman of Corn-
niirtees with a rooln in which to do his
work. lie slioiilt have it. It was pleasing
to heat' thie kindlyV references made to the
t'lairinaii of Commuittees and the work
done hy hin . but while one could have
symipathy with thle Chairman of Commit-
tvcs iii his, desire to have a room, one must'
have 49) imes thtat amount of sympathy
for the remnainingz 49) members who de-
sired to use the room. The amount of
feelinug that had been brought into tile
matter was regrettable. It should be a
saibject all mnembers could discuss without
showing any ill-feeling:. bat the m ember
for York had set the ball rolling by mask-
ing an unfortunate reference to the in-
tettlion of the Premier, and the member
for 'Mount Margaret had kept the ball
rolling by- reflectinig oin the good taste of
the member for- Pilbara. As a solution of
the difficultyv one of the clerks' rooms;
could be iflised. if necessary, for thle
Chairman of Committees. That room
would hie more convenient to the Chamber
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and would be iii closer proximity to the
Clerks whose assistance the Chairman
couild have whenl it was required. The
statements made with regard to the use
the room it was proposed to allot to the
Chairman had been put to were incorrect.
Hie us~ed that room nearly every day in the
week; it wvas the only quiet corner101 about
the House where one could ,tudy Bills,
and while he used that room other menu-
hers had walked in to write their letters.
Then again it was the Oldty place where
a stranger could be taken. Hon. members
should support the motion by allowing
mnembers to retahi the room, and by
giving the Chairman the room occupied*
by the Clerk Assistant he felt sure the
House Committee would bow to the wish
of the House and make the readjustment.

.Mr. HEITMANKY (Cue):- Attention
mighit be called once miore to the fact
that the accommodation of this building
was far from what it should be, and it
was on account of that that the motion
would receive his support. A lot had been
heard about the duties of the Chairman
of Committees and what was done in New
South Wales and Victoria and the ac-
commodation which was provided there.
There. were a lot of things in existence in
New South Wales and Victoria, and in
regard to Parliantentany affairs also.
which we have no desire to copy. Lu New
South WVales they had a Speaker
whom we in this. State had no de-
sire whatever to copy. There was
no wish to discuss this question from
a personal standpoint, hut it had to
he coilceded that we had a right to protest
if we felt that the already limited aceomn-
inodation was beinv decreased- We had
not the right to di scuss even the actions
of the House Committee, but he was not.
going to admit that the member for Mount
iMargaret was right when he accused thle
member for Thlbara. of disloyalty. At
thle saine tiae lie would admit: it would be
a terrible calamity if thle House Commit-
tee resigned. 'Pie House Commnittee,
however, had to understand that they
were szervants of the (Chamber. The leader
of the Opposition had said. "Let us deny
ourselves of this comfort for a little while
and give the Chairman of Conimittees the

accomniodat ion lie requires."~ What uin-
selfishiness, What vir'tue Onl the part of the
lion member; but suppose the other 49
members Funned round to the gentlem-an
who liad occupied the position and saDtI
to h1im. "Why nit deny yourself a litle
ini order that 49) niwht hatve some corn-
fort ?"

lion. Frank Wilson: But the Chair-
man of Committees is doing the wvork of
Parliamenl: which must be done ACCn-
ratelv:%- it does not matter about your
M 0ork.

Mr. HE1TMANX: Two things had
been discovered during lie debate-lie
was soirv thle Clerks were hemng discussed,
but the diseuissioid was inl no personal
sense-that the services of thle Clerks of
the House could he dispensed wvith be-
cause thle whole woirk fell upon thle Chair-
mil of Committees and mnembers had
leariied of thle extraqordinlary amnount of
work which the Chairman of Committrs
was called upon to do.

Mr. Holman: The Chairman must keepi
a record and a cheek.

Xfr. HEITTMANN: Attention might be
drawn to the fact that the Speaker kept
no record, but the records of the proceed-
ing- were always kept by the gentlemen
who occupied the position of ceriks.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Mlake tile Coverni-
ment build more rooms.

Mr. HEITMANY: That was easy to)
suiggest, butf the lion. memnber had failed
to do the wdrk when hie lied had the op-
pIortUnity. MUoreover there was in the
collutiy hilts of work l. he done (of mdf-
nitely more importance. Theire was no
g-rent anioiit of wvork attachied to the
hiositin of (Chai rma n o-lr Commi ttees.
The lion, member who filled thne position
ait iresent splent less time iii tine buildiing
during the day than almost any other
member, owing to tile fael Flint lie had
other dutfies to perforn in thle -City. It
was true the lion, memiber presided in the
ahsencee of thle Speaker, aud had charge
of the Assembly when in Committee, but
all the records were kept by the clerks.
He was 'lot protesting against the Chair-
nmaii of -Committees having the room, but
it would be agreed that about the most
unsuitable room of all for thle purpose
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was the one selected, in addition to which
it was unfair to deprive hon. members of
the use of the room. At the present time
there was no place in the building for
hon. members except the corridors. He
would support the motion, and he hoped
the hon. member who occupied the posi-
tion of Chairman would see his way clear
to practise a little of that unselfishness of
which so much had been heard, instead of
asking 49 other members to do so.

Mr. O'LOCGHIEN (Forrest) : The last
speaker had scarcely put the position
quite fairly when he stated that one mem-
ber was desirous of depriving 49 others
of some measure of comfort. The Chair-
man of Committees had made application
for a room, and his application had been
favourably received, although perhaps the
room selected was the worst in the build-
ing for the purpose. It would have been
wiser if the room now occupied by the
Clerk Assistant had heen devoted to the
Chairman of Committees. If the House
Committee could be induced to give up one
of the two rooms set apart for the Speak-
er, or the Clerk Assistant's room, the diffi-
culty would he overcome. He would
oppose the motion, He regretted there
should have been occasion for bringing
it forward. At the same time he had
no desire to east any reflection on the
House Committee, the members of which
did their -work -without fee or reward and
who, notwithstanding this, were subjected
to a good deal of criticism, not all of
which was strictly fair. Much had been
heard of the necessity for expenditure on
the provision Of further accommodation,
but, as the last speaker had pointed out,
there were in the country awaiting atten-
tion many works of infinitely greater imn-
portance. There was not much he thought
in the complaints in regard to hardship
and lack of comfort and convenience.
Many hon. members, particularly those on
the Ministerial side, had, perforce, put up
'with a good deal of hardship and incon-
venience before attaining Parliamentary
honours, and none knew the day when
an ungrateful people would send them
back to those hardships. The more com-
forts and conveniences they enjoyed
while in Parliament the harder would it

be for them to have to go back. For his
part he had never at any time had any
difficulty in discovering a quiet place
about the budlding in which to write his
correspondence. He did not remember
having ever entered the room under dis-
cussion. The room was not suitable for
the Chairman of Committees. In the
interests of the country members might
wvell cry a halt and remember the days
when they had to put up with much
worse accommodation than was afforded
them to-day.

lHo, .1; AUITCHUE4 (Northam) : It
'vas the duty of Parliament to provide
accommodation for the officers of thle
House in order to enable them to do
their work properly. The whole matter
,'as in the hands of Parliament. Parlia-
ment could decide either to complete the
buildings or to allow them to remain un-
finished, but if it was decided that the
additions should not be made that was
no reason whyv the Chairman of Com-
mittees should not have his room. That
offi cer had very strenuous work to do,
particularly towards the end of the ses-
sion. On a previous occasion the business
of the country had been expedited by a
strike on the part of the Pressmen, and he
would suggest to the House Committee
that if they were short of rooms they
should consider the advisableness of once
again taking from the pressmen the
room they occupied. Another room to
which attention might be turned was the
billiard room. Very few members used the
billiard table, and must certainly those
who did play might just as well be oc-
copied with something else because they
played very badly. There was sufficient
accommodation in the building for mem-
bers, officers, and the Press, if it -was put
to proper use. He had confidence in the
House Committee, and to agree to the
motion would be to carry a vote of cen-
sure oil that body. Apart from that,
he was prepared, as had been sug-gested
by the member for Forrest, to mnake some
sacrifice in the, interests of the country.
If. the Government 'were nlot in a position
to complete the building now there was
no reason why the comfort of the officials
should be interfered -with.
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11r, NeDWNALD (Gascoyne) : The
gcuerld impression seemed to be that it

was absolutely essential that a room
should be provided for the Chairman of
Comimitees. That gentleman had pointed
out that whereas members might at
various times have occasion to read
through a certain Bill, ha had to take into
consideration and deal thoroughly with
every Bill that came before the House.
In1 order to overcome the difficulty and
bring the discussion to an end he begged
to mave an amendmuent-

That the following words be added
to the motion :-"and recommends to
the House Committee the advisability
of providing that pentfleman with a
room on the ground floor."

Arr. GARDINER (Roebourne) sec-
onded the amendment.

MNr. UNDERWOOD (on amendment):
There was no desire on his part to ob-
struct the House Committee; he merely
protested against the room being handed
over to anybody. The member for Mount
Margaret had said he was disloyal to the
House Committee; he had the consolation
that this was not the first time. The other
occasion was in connection with the dis-
cussion about the typist, and he believed
ha then had Mr. Taylor's support. If be
could not get what hie desired from the
Committee he considered it his duty to
bring the matter before the House. There
was no disloyalty about that. When the
position of the typist was discussed the
Speaker did not suggest that he was dis-
loyal. The Chairman of Committees said
hie had not seen anyone in the roam. . 31r.
Holman conld not have looked because
thle roam had been constantly used, parti-
cularly since last session. The members
for Kalgoorlie and Roebourne could bear
that out. Only a few days ago, the mem-
ber for Roebourne inquired who had taken
the table, and the member for Kalgoorlie
had his papers there. Regarding the
Speaker's remarks that -Ministers might
use his room, even if the clerks must have
a room each he could not see why the
Chairman of Committees should not use
the Speaker's room. There was accommo-
dation for two, and supposing there was
not, one could be put in the bedroom and

the other in the sitting room, provided
both required to be there at the same time.
As a ride, however, when the Chairman of
Committees was in the House the Speaker
was away, and vice versd, so that they
could take it in shifts. If the motion was
carried the matter could he referred back
and the committee could make whatevef
provision they deemed necessary.

Mr. 'McDowall: Why not withdraw'I
Mr. UNDERWOOD: On the committee

he had been beaten, and it would be as
well to instruct them to make sure. The
convenience of 49 members was greater
than that of one man, and it had been
shown that provision could be made for
the Chairuian elsewhere. The room in
question should be reserved for members,
and the House Committee could decide
what should ha done for the Chairman,

Hon. J. Mitchell: You ought to -with-
draw the motion.

Amendment put and passed.
Mr. MNONGER (York) : The motion

was practically an instruction to the
House Committee.

Mr. Underwood: On a point of order,
could a member speak a second time to
the motion

Mr. SPEAKER:- The amendment had
been carried and the motion as amended
became a new question.

11r. M1ONGER: So often had he been
called to order by members on the other
side that he sometimes felt inclined to
get a little annoyed. The mnotion was
tantamount to a vote of censure on the
House Committee. Did the mnover desire
that the House should express an opin-
ion as to whether members of the com-
mittee should occupy their positions?
The Speaker and Chairman of Commit-
tees had been very mild in their remarks.
If one bluff and blustering member was
to control the affairs of the Rouse he
would delegate his part to him. He had
no desire to combat this matter to-night,
and he had no desire to join in passing
a vote of censure on himself, but he would
be pleased to ask the House f or an ex-
pression of opinion as to the desirability
or otherwise of those expressions of
opinion the House Committee had already
given vent to.
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Mr. MeDO WALL (Coolgardie):- It
was to be regretted that such a motion
was before members. After the various
txpressions of opinion the member for
Pilbara should have withdrawn it, because
it was not a motion that should be put
before the House. It was derogatory to
the Chairman of Committees. Now there
was before the House a double-barrelled
motion.

Air. Underwood: Standing Order 188
provides that an amendment having been
made the main quiestion as amended shall
be put.

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 have put thie ques-
tion is amended. The Standing Order
does not say it shall not he discussed.

Mr. MecDOWALL: We had a double-
barrelled motion hefore us inasmuch as
,we eslpressed disapproval of the action
of thle House Committee in granting a.
particular room to the Chairman of Com-
mittees, and by the amendment added wve
said that, although we disapproved of
the House Committee's action in grant-
iug that particular room, we were still of
opinion that some other room should be
ranted to the Chairman of Committees-
It was entirely contradictory, and the
member for Pilbara should have with-
drawn it and not placed the members in
anl undignified position.

Mfr. Underwood; Uuder Standing- Order
102 no member can speak to any que4ion
after Ike same has been put by the
Speaker.

Mr. SPEAKER: The Standing Order
goes on to 5av' , "and the voices have been
given in the affirmative and negative there-
nil." That hais uot vet beein done.

Mr. Mcl)OWALL: Not having trans-
gressed on the time of the House to any
extent lie should be treated generously by
the member for Pilbara. It would be a
blemish if the motion was carried. It
was not a question that should have been
discussed as it had been discussed. and
in order to give the member for Pilbara
anl opportunity to drop out of the posi-
tion gracefully he would move the pre-
vious question. He moved-

- That. the question Le not flow ;flt.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN (Forrest) : I second
that.

Motion put and n'egatived.
Question as amended put aud a division

taken with thie following result:
Ayes .. . .21

Noes .. . .12

Majority for

ATE5,
Mr. Bath I Mr.
Mr, Collier Mr
Mr. Dooley -. r.
Mr. Foley -itr.
Mr. Gardiner Mr.
Mr. Gill Mr.
ASr, Green Mr.
Mr. Joboon bir.
Mr. Layman Mr.
Mr. le-wir Mr.
.Ur. Mcijonald

Mr.
Mr.
31r.
Mr.
Mir.
Mr.
M r.

Alien
Broun
Lefray
Mfcflnwali
Mitchell
Monger
O'Logbilen

NoaH.

Mr.
Mr.

- Mr.
Mr.
M r.

9

Mullany
5Munste
B. J1. Stubbs
S. Stuibbs
Swan
Thoas
Tu raey
Underwaaa
A. A. Wilson
Hel tine nn

(Teller).

A. N. Piesse
Taylor
F. WIlgon
Wisdom
Male

(Teller).

Question as amended thus passed.

House adjourned at 11.30 p.m.
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